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SPARK OVERVIEW 

SPARK stands for Senior Peers Actively Renewing Knowledge.  We are a 
lifelong learning organization for active retirees.  SPARK has been offering 
classes and other activities in the Kansas City area since 1993.  We are a 
nonprofit organization with over 200 members and an affiliate of the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City.  In gratitude for a major contribution from 
the Pack family in December 2020, we have changed our name to “The 
SPARK Flossie Pack Center for Lifelong Learning.” 
 

Our Mission 
 

SPARK’s mission is to provide lifelong learning opportunities through 
intellectually stimulating academic, cultural, and social experiences which 
enhance the quality of life for SPARK members. 
 

Who Are We? 
 

We are “Happy Wonderers” – interesting, curious, educated persons with a 
passion for continued learning, meeting new people, sharing time and 
experiences and pursuing an active, stimulating life.  SPARK is a volunteer 
organization that relies on the participation of members to promote and 
achieve its mission.  
 
Courses and other activities are offered during four quarters each year.  Most 
quarters last for six weeks, the summer quarter lasts four weeks.  Classes 
vary from 90 minutes to two hours in length each day  Most classes are 
offered both in-person and on Zoom.  Some classes are recorded and may 
be watched later on YouTube.  There are no tests or exams.  SPARK also 
offers several social activities throughout the year. 
 
Annual Membership dues are $40.00, renewable in January.  (Partial year 
costs $20.00 if joining on or after May 1.) 
 

Membership is REQUIRED to enroll in our classes and activities.  

SPARK’s NEW downstairs office and classroom  
are NOW OPEN !! 

 
All classes this quarter will be held in our NEW SPACE  

on the first floor of the UMKC Building at 
4825 Troost in Room 112 or Room 124. 

 

All classes will be held IN-PERSON and 

over ZOOM unless otherwise noted. 
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COVID-19 Protocols 
 
 

Members attending in-person events and classes  
need to know the following: 

 
• Members must be fully vaccinated to attend classes in-person.  

When members attend classes, they are telling other members that 
they are fully vaccinated per current CDC recommendations, 
including boosters.  

 
• Class enrollments will be limited only by the number of chairs in the 

classroom.  Students will not be separated from each other per 
“social distancing” standards. 

 
• When attending classes, members are strongly encouraged to wear 

masks.  
 
• If you are not feeling well for any reason, please stay at home and 

watch the class on Zoom, if available. 
 
• If conditions change before or during the Winter Quarter, these 

guidelines may be altered to conform to the rules of UMKC or the 
recommendations of local public health authorities. 

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS and  

FRONT DOOR ACCESS 

Front Door Access 
 

Earlier this year, UMKC decided to lock the doors to the building we call 
home and issue key cards to employees and graduate students.  To 
gain access to the building, SPARK members must use a videophone to 
call the SPARK office and get buzzed in.  At the south entrance, a 
videophone is mounted on a column to the right of the doors.  Scroll 
down on the little video screen, find “SPARK”, and tap our name or the 
phone icon.  That action will call the SPARK office.  When someone 
answers the phone in our office, they will be able to see and talk to you 
on their videophone.  (Your videophone is mounted at an ADA-approved 
height, so you may need to step back so the person in the office can 
see your face.)  When the person in the office recognizes you, you will 
hear a 5-second tone telling you the right-hand door has been unlocked.  
If you have difficulty with the videophone and have a cell phone with 
you, please call the office phone number: 816-235-2870. 
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 MEMBER PARTICIPATION 

Please … Please … Get Involved !! 

As a peer-directed organization, SPARK depends on talented volunteers to assist 
with its operations.  With our return to the classroom, we need the help of our 
members to find new class coordinators and Zoom hosts to make our program 
successful.  Help us deliver quality programs by volunteering to assist in the 
following ways: 
 
Volunteer to help the Member Hospitality Committee (formerly called Membership 
Committee) to support our members and ensure that they fully experience our 
excellent program.  Now that we are returning to the classroom, we need your support 
more than ever for the following: 

• Offer to be a greeter at the front door and help members learn how to gain 
access to the building. 

• Offer to be a class, GEM or tour coordinator to assist the instructors and tour 
guides. 

• Offer to co-host a Zoom class.  (SPARK will provide the necessary training.) 

• Work with the Marketing Committee to recruit new members. 

• Offer to welcome new members to SPARK and introduce them to our members. 

• Work with the Marketing Committee to help keep members informed of upcoming 
activities. 

• Offer to reach out to all SPARK members and help them fully enjoy the social 
aspects of our program that we say “make us unique”. 

 
Join the Curriculum Committee and help develop the curriculum of courses and 
tours we offer our members each quarter.  
 
Volunteer to teach a class or give a GEM presentation.  Most of our instructors are 
members sharing their passions for subjects they developed over their lives.  Offer to 
share your knowledge or life experiences with your fellow members by teaching a 
class or leading a discussion group. 
 
Join the Marketing Committee and help raise community awareness of SPARK to 
recruit new members. 
 
Join the Events Committee and help organize the preview events before each 
quarter and the occasional special events that members enjoy. 
 
We need to recruit new members.  Our membership declined during the pandemic 
and we need to rebuild it.  Each of us can help by recruiting new members.  Share 
information about SPARK with your friends.  Give your paper copy of the catalog to a 
friend.  Tell them about our website at spark.umkc.edu.  Invite them to attend one of 
our events for free.  Bring them as a guest to one of our classes.  Share your 
ideas on how we can improve SPARK with a Board member or committee chair. 
 
Each of these areas is supported by a committee chair and other SPARK members.  
The interaction with other members of SPARK makes the SPARK experience more 
meaningful to all of us.  At the next upcoming Event, talk to one or more of these 
chairpersons (see page 28) and volunteer to help.  You may also volunteer by 
contacting the SPARK office, by phone or email, and someone will call you to discuss 
your interests. 
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American History Through Art 
January 24 – February 28  (6 weeks) 

**  NOTE: This class begins and ends one week late !!  ** 
Mondays, 10:00 – 12:00  

 
U.S. history is often covered through the description of events using 
documents from the period being studied and typically enhanced through 
biographical sketches of national leaders.  This course will use art work to 
better tell our nation's story while elaborating on the paintings and 
photographs themselves to fully appreciate what we've often taken for 
granted as true to life representations of historical events.  We will start with 
the French and Indian War and continue through to the Revolutionary War, 
the early days of the republic and beyond.   
 
NOTE: Our instructor will be conducting the class remotely from New York 
over Zoom and students may participate either in-person in the classroom or 
on Zoom.  Future series will be guided by interest. 
 

            Class Fee:  $30 
 

Instructor:  Mr. Douglas Sheer grew up on Long Island, N.Y. and after 
graduating from SUNY New Paltz joined the Peace Corps and served in the 
Marshall Islands for two years.  He has been teaching social studies for over 
30 years and became a department chair in 1987.  He has taught A.P. U.S. 
History, A.P. Human Geography, and A.P. World History. He was awarded a 
National Endowment for the Humanities grant to study celestial navigation in 
Greenwich, England in 1994.  In 1996 he was asked by the American 
Federation of Teachers to instruct teachers in Slovakia about different 
methods of teaching democratic principles.  He brings a love of history and 
art to his presentations. 

AMERICAN HISTORY THROUGH ART 

*************************************************** 
In observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day  

SPARK classes will not be held 
Monday, January 17 

 
Monday classes will begin on January 24  

and continue until February 28. 
 

If the university is closed because of inclement weather, SPARK 
classes will NOT be held. 

Please listen to local media outlets for updates and, as always,  
use your best judgement for navigating winter road conditions. 

 
*************************************************** 
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LET’S PLAY MAH JONGG! 

Let’s Play Mah Jongg! 
January 24 – February 28  (6 weeks) 

**  NOTE: This class begins and ends one week late !!  ** 
Also note:  change of day from Fridays to ... 

Mondays, 10:00 – 12:00 
 

Come join our on-going Mah Jongg class!  We will have an instructor for 
beginners, but all Mah Jongg players are encouraged to attend.  This 
should be a perfect way to spend a Winter morning, meet some new 
people and maybe even share snacks. 
 

While Mah Jongg origins are complicated, it 
is generally thought that it began in 
Shanghai, China in the mid-to-late 1800s.  
Brought to America in the 1920s, it evolved 
significantly after WW II and it was a non-
threatening way to build friendships across 
diverse cultural barriers.   
 

Mah Jongg is a game typically played by 
four players, no less than three.  Colorful tiles similar to Domino tiles are 
divided into three suits.  An assortment of picture cards (Winds, Dragons, 
Flowers and others) complete the set.  These cards are distributed 
annually by the National Mah Jongg League in New York.  
 
NOTE:  This class will be IN-PERSON ONLY, WITHOUT ZOOM !! 

 

             Class Fee:  $30 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructor:  Carol Wells has been playing Mah Jongg for several years.  
Retired from her work as a graphic artist, she spends time in a number of 
activities including gardening, calligraphy and raising pure-bred 
Dalmatian dogs.  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=people+playing+mahjong&id=E5A48E5424C4C15497EF0D8B6228CB307D77A594&FORM=IQFRBA
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MUSIC in AMERICA 

 

Music in America 
January 24 – February 28  (6 weeks)  

**  NOTE: This class begins and ends one week late !!  ** 
Mondays, 1:30 – 3:30   

 
Traditionally, musicology has focused on great composers who wrote 
great works, and sometimes on great performers of those works.  More 
recently, scholars are reframing their approach, examining the people 
who made the music we listen to, and broadening their analysis to 
include marginalized groups.  In this course, we will explore the wide 
range of what “American music” means with a series of vignettes.  
 
Topics will include music made by Native Americans and African 
Americans, as well as immigrants from all over Europe, like the 
Moravians.  With the rise of nationalism in the nineteenth century, 
composers struggled to define “American” music, let alone compose it.  
We will evaluate attempts by composers from Charles Ives to Florence 
Price to Aaron Copland.  Additionally, we will explore a variety of genres, 
from classical to blues, jazz, and even country (it’s not just tractors and 
beer!)  
 
            Class Fee:  $30 

 

Instructor:  Sara McClure is a 
Ph.D. candidate in musicology and 
a Chancellor’s Fellow at the 
University of Kansas, where she is 
working on a dissertation about 
orchestral ensembles in nineteenth-
century St. Louis.  She earned a 
Master of Music in Musicology from 
UMKC, where she received the 
Graduate Teaching Assistant 
Superior Teaching Award, and an 
M.M. in Choral Conducting from 
East Carolina University. She 
serves as the Musicologist-in-
Residence for the Midwest Chamber 
Ensemble and the Music Director at 
Prairie Baptist Church in Prairie 
Village. 
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Music and Lives of Great Composers 

January 18 – February 22  (6 weeks) 
Tuesdays, 10:00 – 12:00  

 

Don Dagenais will continue his course on the 
Music and Lives of the Great Composers for 
another six class sessions.  We will learn about 
the lives and times of several more of the great 
composers and listen to lots of their music.  The 
Winter term will focus on four composers in each 
2-hour class session (30 minutes each).  Among 
the composers we will cover this term are George 
Frideric Handel, Joseph Haydn, Frederic Chopin, 
Felix Mendelssohn, Edvard Grieg, Modest 
Mussorgsky, Johann Strauss, Jr., Gustav Mahler, 
Maurice Ravel, Igor Stravinsky, George Gershwin 
and Leonard Bernstein.  

 

             Class Fee:  $30 

 
Instructor:  Don Dagenais is a longtime classical music and opera 
aficionado.  He has served on the boards of many local music 
organizations and has been president of most of 
them, including the Lyric Opera, Summerfest, 
Kansas City Symphony Alliance, Kansas City 
Chamber Orchestra and UMKC Conservatory of 
Music and Dance. He is also on the board of an 
opera training program in Arkansas.  He has 
written several books of history about local music 
groups, including a recent book celebrating the 
60th anniversary of the Lyric Opera.  He has 
served as an unpaid consultant to performing 
arts groups around the country and was 
president of Opera Volunteers International.  For 
over ten years he has chaired the Lyric Opera 
Guild opera travel program.  He is semi-retired 
as a real estate attorney from Lathrop Gage, 
and lives in Kansas City with his wife Patricia, also a classical music 
fan.  They have two grown daughters and two grandchildren. 

MUSIC and LIVES of  

GREAT COMPOSERS 

Edvard Grieg 

George Frideric Handel 
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KANSAS CITY GEMS 

Kansas City Gems 
January 18 – February 22  (6 weeks) 

Tuesdays, 1:30 – 3:30  

Different Topics — Different Presenters — Each Week     
 

Members may enroll in all six classes for $25 or individual classes  
for $5.00 each.  Non-Members:  first visit free. 

 

Please pre-register for all Gem classes that you plan to attend.  
We need to determine the possible attendance. 

Week 1:  January 18 
Kansas City Repertory Theatre 
Presenter:  Angela Lee Gieras, Executive Director 
 
"The Magic Returns"... Tuesday, February 1 with KC Rep's production of Ms. 
Holmes & Ms. Watson Apt. 2B by Kate Hamill.  Adapted from the stories of Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle, this is a fast-paced, laugh-a-minute, world premiere by one 
of America's hottest playwrights. It runs through Feb. 20.  
 
Angela Lee Gieras is the executive director of Kansas City Repertory Theatre 
where she is the chief administrative and operating officer.  She serves as Co-
CEO with artistic director Stuart Carden to fulfill the Rep’s artistic vision and 
mission.  She earned her MBA and MA in arts administration from Southern 
Methodist University (SMU) in Dallas and a BS in finance with a minor in theatre 
from the University of Florida.  She is also a founding board member of the 
Theatre Alliance of Kansas City. 

Week 2:  January 25 
The Last Round in the Fight for the Vote 
Presenter:  Wendy Thompson  (in character!) 
 
When Carrie Chapman Catt took over for Susan B. Anthony as the leader of the 
women's suffrage movement, she was already a veteran suffragist.  As she 
stepped to the forefront, she never wavered, even in the face of long-standing 
adversity.  However, once the 19th Amendment passed, that's when the work 
really began!  Hear her tell the exciting story of the War of the Roses and the 
final hours of the fight.  What we take for granted now almost didn't happen! 
 
Wendy Thompson is a local actor, writer, director and producer.  She has been 
seen on many area stages, in television commercials and independent film, 
including two movies at the Sundance Film Festival.  The Mystery Train was her 
creation, bringing murder mystery comedies, based on Kansas City history, to 
local audiences.  Even though she likes to have fun with history, suffrage and 
women's rights are subjects she takes seriously.  
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KANSAS CITY GEMS 

Week 3:  February 1 
Book:  “The Big Quiet: One Woman’s Horseback Ride Home” 
Presenter:  Lisa D. Stewart  
 
Lisa D. Stewart is a commercial writer and consultant in 
the Kansas City area.  She is the 2021 winner of the 
Thorpe Menn Literary Excellence Award for her book, 
The Big Quiet: One Woman’s Horseback Ride Home.  
The memoir recounts a 500-mile, solo horseback trip 
through Kansas and Missouri she took in 2012.  Lisa will 
discuss rural America today, the benevolence of 
strangers, and her adventures on horseback. Lisa’s work 
has focused on articles about the effect of rider and 
saddle on the health and biomechanics of the horse.  She 
also has written extensively for farmers and entrepreneurs, crafting 
business plans and feasibility studies to help them diversify.  In 1982, 
Lisa rode 3,000 miles cross-country on horseback.  The saddle 
manufacturing business she and her former husband started ultimately 
employed more than 100 people in Nevada, Mo.  Lisa’s love for the 
Midwest and horses culminated in the horseback trip that is the subject 
of her award-winning book.  

Week 4:  February 8 
Teach Truth 

Presenter:  Dr. Carmaletta Williams 

 
A strong opposition to historical accuracy has surfaced in America.  
Revisionists insist on rampant distortions of the truth.  Their efforts include 
revising history in all forms by misrepresenting the social, political, legal, 
economic, health and educational issues of America’s past and present, 
especially where People of Color are concerned.  Most damaging are the 
alterations of fact in the curriculum used to educate our children.  To counter 
that assault on humanity we must share true knowledge with others and 
insist that the truth be taught.  
 
Dr. Williams was a professor of English and African American Studies at 
Johnson County Community College for 28 years.  She has taught in 
Wuhan, People’s Republic of China, as well as at The American School of 
the Hague, the Universidad in Guinea, West Africa, and as a visiting scholar 
at a number of other institutions around the world.  She is the recipient of 
many awards and is a published writer.  She has been Chief Executive 
Officer of the Black Archives since November 2018.   
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KANSAS CITY GEMS 

Week 5:  February 15 
MINDDRIVE 
Presenter:  Mike Enos 

 
MINDDRIVE was created by an architect and Kansas City, Missouri school 
teacher who decided to start a Saturday Morning program at 26th and Holmes 
that would draw/appeal to inner-city youth, primarily at-risk young men.  The 
focus was on building an electric car and each student would have a mentor to 
work with, often businessmen from the community.  Around 15 students and 
their mentors met in the beginning days. 
 

Mike Enos, Executive Director MINDDRIVE, has facilitated MINDDRIVE’s 
transition from a strictly after-school evening and weekend program to a 
strategic school partner offering weekday, credit-generating courses five days a 
week.  Mike brings over 25 years of nonprofit leadership experience and has 
served on numerous nonprofit boards including the AIDS Service Foundation of 
Greater Kansas City, the Child Protection Center, Truman Medical Centers and 
the Community Advisory Committee for the Health Forward Foundation.  Mike 
also served as board chair for the Child Protection Center where he worked 
with the President/CEO, staff and agency partners to define and design a crisis 
therapy program and expanded family support services.  

Week 6:  February 22 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to Black Holes 
Presenter:  David Beier, NASA Astrophysicist (retired) 
 

In light of (no pun intended) the Nobel Prize in Physics being awarded in 
October 2020 for new discoveries about Black Holes, we will learn about new 
discoveries regarding Black Holes, one of the most exotic phenomena in the 
Universe, and what that means with regards to our daily lives.  This session of 
learning and discussion does not require any advanced knowledge of Black 
Holes; simply a healthy curiosity about the Universe and Life on Earth; a little 
History; and a lot of Inquisitiveness.  He will include a quick review of “Seven 
Ways a Black Hole Can Kill You”, a research project he took part in during his 
days at NASA.  
 

David Beier is retired from formal classroom teaching, after more than 30 
years of teaching primarily middle school science and high school physical 
science and physics.  He also worked at NASA Johnson Space Center in 
Houston for several years on the Human Mission to Mars Project.  David was a 
NASA Astrophysics Ambassador for 15 years on the Swift Space Telescope (a 
Black Hole detector) out of Sonoma State University.  David enjoys being 
retired, spending time reading, working jigsaw puzzles, swimming, and 
teaching science workshops.  He was born and raised in Kansas City, MO and 
has three wonderful grown children.  His undergrad degree in Physics is from 
Rockhurst University and his advanced degrees are from UMKC and Stanford.  
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WESTERN CIVILIZATION 

Western Civilization: 
Understanding Japan’s Foreign Policy 

January 18 – February 22  (6 weeks) 
Tuesdays, 10:00 – 12:00   

Option A:  IN-PERSON on Tuesdays 

Or 
January 19 – February 23  (6 weeks) 

Wednesdays, 10:00 – 12:00   
Option B:  IN-PERSON on Wednesdays  (Also on ZOOM) 

Or 
January 19 – February 23  (6 weeks) 

Wednesdays, 10:00 – 12:00   
Option C:  Only ZOOM on Wednesdays  

for those not wishing to attend in person 
 

 
As China continues its quest for regional hegemony, Japan has taken 
steps to safeguard its interests by closely aligning with the US and other 
allies determined to contain China.  Because Japan is dependent on 
foreign imports of food and energy, its primary concern is that the South 
China Sea and the sea-lanes around Taiwan continue to be international 
waterways.  Meanwhile, Japan’s bilateral relations with China continue to 
deteriorate over territorial disputes in the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands, 
residual enmity since World War II and its improving relations with 
Taiwan, Australia, India, the Philippines, Indonesia and Vietnam.  As 
Japan’s relations with China’s enemies improve, relations with China’s 
allies are in decline.  Both Russia and North Korea have renewed their 
territorial disputes with Japan over islands in the East China Sea.  The 
wildcard in the region is South Korea.  While Japan and South Korea 
share common concerns about China and a close alliance with the US, 
island disputes and bad Japanese behavior during their 35-year 
occupation stand in the way of normalizing relations.  This quarter we’ll 
examine how Japan navigates her foreign policy security interests in the 
face of a rising China. 
 
            Class Fee:  $30 
 
Instructor:  Carol McCavitt has been teaching for SPARK since 2009.  
Before moving to Kansas City, Carol was a high school teacher on Long 
Island, where she taught Advanced Placement European History for 20 
years.  Educated as an undergraduate at SUNY at Stony Brook, Carol 
completed her Master’s Degree at Queens College in NYC and did her 
doctoral work at Carnegie-Mellon University in Pittsburgh. 
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JEWELRY with TOM TIVOL 

Jewelry with Tom Tivol 
January 19 – February 23  (6 weeks) 

Wednesdays, 10:00 – 12:00  
 

Diamonds and Rubies and Pearls, oh my! 
 
Come learn about diamonds, colored gemstones, pearls, antique 
jewelry and timepieces.  Different aspects of the jewelry business 
including buying, selling, appraising, quality examination and history  
will also be covered. 
 
NOTE:  This class will be IN-PERSON ONLY, WITHOUT ZOOM !! 

 

            Class Fee:  $30 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instructor:  Tom Tivol, a member of the family of Tivol jewelers, and 
the owner of his own store in Leawood, Kansas, is considered by his 
clients and peers to be one of America's national experts on gemstone 
quality, the mechanics of jewelry design and the history of jewelry and 
gemstone design beginning in 10,000 BCE.   
 
In addition to running his own appraising, repair and jewelry design 
business, Tom developed and teaches his credit courses in gemological 
science, appraisal ethics and the history of jewelry and gemstone 
design at the University of Kansas in Lawrence.  Tom's courses have 
attracted students from China, South Korea, Taiwan, Vietnam, India, 
Pakistan and Thailand.  He has presented over 1200 lectures to private 
and public groups, many in Kansas City, and within the jewelry industry 
at major conventions around the globe.  Tom is about to launch his 
website.  His gallery will contain photos of some of his designs, those 
from emerging jewelry artisans in the United States and around the 
world as well as one-of-a-kind pieces from the Renaissance through the 
1960s.  
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Helping Hands – Social Service Agencies in Kansas City 
January 19 – February 23  (6 weeks) 

Wednesdays, 1:30 – 3:30   
 

Every day we are confronted with information about problems in our community. 
Often the need seems so great we decide not to seek more information and 
dismiss thinking about it.  Perhaps we wonder if anyone is addressing the issue. 
 

             Class Fee:  $30 

HELPING HANDS in KANSAS CITY 

Week 1:  January 19 
Neighbors in Need 
Presenter:  Barbara Dooley 
 
This session will provide an overview of some of the pressing problems in the 
greater Kansas City Metropolitan area.  The nature of the problem and its 
prevalence will be examined.  Subsequent sessions will focus on social agencies' 
responses. 
 

Barbara Dooley, Ph.D., spent her professional career working in a variety of 
human services jobs that focused on advocacy and services for children and their 
families.  Upon graduation from the University of Alabama she began her career 
teaching special needs children.  After receiving her Ph.D. from the University of 
Michigan she was involved in planning and supervising programs to prevent child 
abuse.  Dr. Dooley spent the last 20 years of her career as Director of Madison 
County Tennessee Juvenile Court Services.  In that capacity she was responsible 
for a department of county government that provided a continuum of programs for 
youth who came to the attention of the Juvenile Court. 

Week 2:  January 26 
Avenue of Life – Session 1 of 2 
Presenter:  Cameron Erlandson 
 
How do we bring about actual change to a complex issue?  In this session 
Cameron will give an overview of a strategy that reduced student homelessness 
in Wyandotte County by more than 50% in three years.  He will share the insights 
learned as well as share how we can use this strategy to bring about change with 
any complex social issue like human trafficking, environmental change, criminal 
justice reform, and others.  
 
Cameron Erlandson is the Chief Operating Officer at Avenue of Life.  He has a 
Master's Degree in Organizational Leadership from Regent University and more 
than 20 years of experience in leadership of nonprofit agencies.  Avenue of Life 
focuses on community building and helping children and families move out of 
poverty and into stability toward success.  Avenue of Life serves as the lead 
agency of more than 50 other organizations (both nonprofit, for profit, as well as 
government agencies and institutions) to reduce poverty in Wyandotte County.  
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HELPING HANDS in KANSAS CITY 

Week 3:  February 2 
Avenue of Life – Session 2 of 2 
Presenter:  Cameron Erlandson 
 

What is homelessness and how do we provide help for those most impacted?  
In this session Cameron will address the various causes and definitions of 
homelessness.  He will also address the challenges faced in our foster care 
system and how to create opportunities for those young people aging out of 
foster care. 

Cameron Erlandson is the Chief Operating Officer at Avenue of Life.  He has a 
Master's Degree in Organizational Leadership from Regent University and more 
than 20 years of experience in leadership of nonprofit agencies.  Avenue of Life 
focuses on community building and helping children and families move out of 
poverty and into stability toward success.  Avenue of Life serves as the lead 
agency of more than 50 other organizations (both nonprofit, for profit, as well as 
government agencies and institutions) to reduce poverty in Wyandotte County.  

Week 4:  February 9 
TIES (Team for Infants Exposed to Substance Abuse)  
 and Amethyst Place   
Presenter:  Oneta Templeton 

Maternal substance abuse for women who are pregnant or parents of young 
children complicates outcomes for babies and families.  The TIES (Team for 
Infants Exposed to Substance Abuse) Program in the Social Work 
Department at Children’s Mercy provides intensive, home-based partnership 
with affected families to address substance abuse, parenting, physical and 
behavioral health of parents and children, and stabilization of income and 
housing as needed.   
 
A community partner in this effort is Amethyst Place.  It provides supported 
housing, family empowerment and therapeutic services for women in recovery 
and their children on a campus in midtown.  Both programs believe partnering 
with parents to offer support and stability, provide information, help solve 
problems, and build parenting skills in a baby’s earliest years will have 
significant return. 
  
Oneta Templeton, LCSW, LSCSW is Manager of Community Programs in the 
Social Work Department at Children’s Mercy Hospital.  She oversees the 
hospital’s home-based family support programs including Healthy Families 
Children’s Mercy and the TIES Program.  Ms. Templeton has over 35 years’ 
experience in community-based social work and provides administrative, clinical 
and reflective supervision to home visitors in multiple roles.  She was also a 
founding board member of Amethyst Place, a supportive housing program for 
families. 
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HELPING HANDS in KANSAS CITY 

Week 5:  February 16 
Della Lamb Refugee Resettlement Program 
Presenter:  Cori Wallace 
 

Della Lamb Community Services has the privilege of serving and investing in 
children and families who represent a beautiful array of humanity.  Della 
Lamb’s refugee clients represent multiple nationalities, languages, and 
incomes.  Arriving to a new land and community after an arduous journey, 
they are faced with unique challenges.  Della Lamb’s mission is to empower 
their clients to secure needed education and employment, so they can 
progress toward self-sufficiency. 
 
This presentation will explore Della Lamb’s 125 years of service to those in 
need in Kansas City.  The  conversation will focus on the work of refugee 
resettlement and how you can help to welcome our newest community 
members. 
 
Cori Wallace is the engagement director for Della Lamb Community Services 
in Kansas City, Missouri and serves as their chief advocate and fundraiser.  
She has equal passion for relational connection and administrative discipline. 
As an avid Kansas Citian, she invites others to share their time, talent and 
treasures with and through Della Lamb for the progress of the city she loves. 

Week 6:  February 23 
Solace House – Supporting Families in End-of-Life Care 
Presenters:  Iman Williams Christians, Ph.D.,  
     Director of Grief Programs  and 
      Lisa Farmer, MA, Grief Support Specialist 
 

Despite death being inevitable, most people avoid learning about and 
discussing end-of-life care, whether for themselves or a loved one. However, 
discussing end-of-life care options and grief support services can be 
empowering and reduce the uncertainty and fear that often come along with a 
process that all of us will eventually face.  This session will demystify the 
many options of end-of-life care and grief support services. It will also highlight 
resources and practical strategies on how to support a loved one who is 
grieving. 
 

Dr. Iman Williams Christians  came to Kansas City Hospice from Lost and 
Found Grief Center in Springfield, MO where she was the Chief Clinical 
Officer.  She graduated with a B.S. in Psychology with a minor in Spanish 
from Oklahoma State University and obtained her Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology 
from Jackson State University. She is trained in three evidenced-based 
trauma therapies and certified in EMDR and Prolonged Exposure. 
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 The EVOLUTION of CIVIL RIGHTS  

in AMERICA – PART II 

The Evolution of Civil Rights in America – 
Part II: 

The Beginnings of the Modern Civil Rights Movement 
January 20 – February 24  (6 weeks) 

Thursdays, 10:00 – 12:00   
 

In Part I, we explored:  
 
1)  the evolution of thought regarding liberty and equality from the original 
ideals of the Declaration of Independence;  
 
2)  its expanded understanding in the time of Abraham Lincoln and 
Reconstruction following the end of the Civil War;   
 
3)  the regression of these concepts during the period of Jim Crow and 
Segregation endorsed by the Separate but Equal Doctrine enunciated and 
adopted by the US Supreme Court in the landmark case of Plessy v. 
Ferguson; 
 
4)  the Great Migration of Black Americans from the South to large cities in 
the North between 1915 and 1929 and its impact on 
the embryonic struggle for Civil Rights by African 
Americans during that time. 
 
In Part II, we’ll look in detail at the impact of World 
War II on the battle by African Americans 
domestically to obtain the opportunities, rights and 
freedoms enjoyed by white Americans.  This post-
war period we might refer to as the Birth of the 
Modern Civil Rights Movement in America. 
 
             Class Fee:  $30 

NOTE:  If you did not attend David’s Part I class, which was offered in the 
Fall Session, we strongly recommend that you watch it before attending 
Part II.  It can be viewed on YouTube for no charge.  Contact the SPARK 
Office Coordinator for more information. 
 
Instructor:  David Jeter is a retired attorney who practiced in Blue 
Springs for nearly 35 years.  He received his undergraduate degree in 
history and his law degree from the University of Missouri-Columbia, 
earning his J.D. in 1973.  He considers himself an amateur historian with 
wide-ranging interests.  He is a docent at the Harry S. Truman Library and 
Museum and has taught about Truman’s life and times for SPARK in the 
past. 
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 DISCOVERING, SETTLING and  
CONTROLLING the PACIFIC 

Discovering, Settling and Controlling the Pacific 
February 3 – February 24  (4 weeks) 

**  NOTE: This class begins two weeks late !!  ** 
Thursdays, 1:30 – 3:30  

 
No other body of water on earth comes close to equaling the sheer size of the 
Pacific, and no other area on earth that has been populated by humans was 
settled by overcoming such a challenge as met those who settled the Pacific 
islands.  The course will open with a discussion of these Polynesian settlers, 
whom I believe to have been history’s greatest long-distance seafarers.  Where 
did they come from?  Why did they move into the Pacific?  How far north, east 
(to South America?) and south (to Antarctica?) did they travel?  
 
Then, beginning with the voyages of the 
Portuguese and Spanish in the 15th and 
16th centuries, came the Europeans.  
There were many who have earned a 
place in history, including Magellan (of 
course) and William Dampier (a rare 
character in that he was both a pirate and 
a literary man) who circled the earth three 
times in 1679-1711; but there was also 
James Cook, whose three 18th-century 
exploratory and scientific voyages count among the most important in history.  
And of course these early European voyagers paved the way for European, and 
beginning at the end of the 19th century, American and Japanese imperialism.  
 
We will look at some of those pioneering voyages, both those of the Polynesians 
and those of the Europeans.  We’ll also glance briefly at other long-distance 
seafarers in human history, including the Norse, the Arabs, and the Chinese. 
 
Who was Kupe?  Who were the first Europeans to colonize the Pacific?  Did the 
Chinese actually get there (and just about everywhere else) before the 
Europeans?  Sign up for the class and find out. There will be some short, 
assigned readings, and hopefully many spirited discussions.   
 
             Class Fee:  $30 

Instructor:  Dr. Alan Perry shares with us his knowledge, experience and a life-
long history enthusiasm.  Dr. Perry graduated from Washington University in St. 
Louis and Victoria University in Wellington, New Zealand with degrees in history. 
He served over 15 years as Adjunct Professor of History at the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City and taught history at Park University in Kansas City.  In 
addition to teaching history, he served as an Archivist for the National Archives 
and Records Administration in Washington, DC, the Virgin Islands and Kansas 
City. 
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Tour of the J. Rieger & Co. Distillery 
2700 Guinotte Ave., Kansas City, MO 

Friday, January 21 
1:00 – 2:30 

 
Enjoy a winter afternoon tour of the J. Rieger & Co. Distillery, a 
fascinating business that also houses restaurants, a reincarnated Hey! 
Hey! Club, and the outdoor Electric Park Garden Bar.  
 
During our tour of the distillery, located in the historic Electric Park 
neighborhood in the East Bottoms, we will visit J. Rieger's 3000-square- 
foot exhibit that tells the stories of Kansas City's distilling and brewing 
history and the Electric Park (Walt Disney's inspiration for his theme 
parks).  We will learn the history of the Rieger brand, which was founded 
during Kansas City's heyday as a nightlife mecca, and observe the 
distillation process "from grain to bottle."  
 
Our tour will give all participants an extra-cost special opportunity for a 
tasting of J. Rieger's spirits, including vodka, gin or whiskey.  
 

Date:    Friday, January 21,  at 1:00 p.m. 
Snow date:   Friday, January 28,  at 1:00 p.m. 
Place:    J. Rieger & Co. Distillery,  
    2700 Guinotte Ave., Kansas City, MO 64120 
    Detailed directions will be provided to all participants in 
    advance of the tour date.  
Tour cost:   $10.00 (no tasting); $18.00 (with tasting) 
Tour size:   Up to 18 
Parking:   Free parking located on the west side of the building. 

SPECIAL TOURS 
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SPECIAL TOURS 

Tour of the Kirk Family YMCA 
1029 Central Street, Kansas City, MO 

Friday, February 4 
1:30 – 2:15 

 
Followed by: 

Tour of 21c Museum Hotel and New Art Exhibition 
219 West 9th Street, Kansas City, MO 

2:45 – 3:45 
 

The 92-year-old former Lyric Theatre building has been transformed into the 
brand-new Kirk Family YMCA.  This tour will focus on history, including 
history of the building, how the original architecture was maintained during 
construction and the programs and opportunities provided for the community – 
it’s more than a gym!  Our tour will be led by Gary Linn, Senior Vice President 
of Operations and Adam Dunavant, Associate Executive Director. 
 
We’ll then make our way to The 21c Museum and Hotel, a multi-venue 
museum located in hotels in eight US cities.  It is one of the largest 
contemporary art museums in the U.S. and North America’s only collecting 
museum dedicated solely to emerging artists of the 21st century.  The hotel 
and museum is now in what was the venerable Savoy Hotel.  There are 3 site-
specific permanent art installations in the hotel, one of which is the dazzling 
chandelier introduced at the 2013 Singapore Biennial. 
  
The exhibit which will be viewed on the February tour will be OFF-SPRING:  
New Generations.  The sculptures, paintings, photographs, and videos 
employ iconographic imagery to explore the development of both personal and 
group identity, childhood, family, history and gender politics.   
 
Our tour guide at 21c Museum will be Jori Cheville, the Museum Manager.  
Jori graduated from the Kansas City Art Institute with a BFA with emphasis in 
ceramics.  She received her MFA from the University of Kansas in 2013 with 
an emphasis in painting.   

 

 
Date:   Friday, February 4, from 1:30 to 3:45 p.m.  (both venues) 
Snow Date:  Friday, February 11, from 1:30 to 3:45 p.m.  (both venues) 
Place:   1029 Central Street, from 1:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m.    
    moving to 219 West 9th Street from 2:45 to 3:45 p.m. 
Tour cost:  $10.00  
Tour size:  15 (May change according to Covid guidance)   
Parking:  Metered street Parking, car-pooling recommended.  
    Sites are only two blocks apart, so parking once and  
    walking is do-able. 
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Tour of the Alexander Majors House 
8201 State Line Road, Kansas City, MO 

Friday, February 18 
1:30 – 3:00 

 

  

SPARK will have a rare off-season tour of the Alexander Majors House 
Museum with private access to the building.  Topics of discussion will 
include how Alexander Majors made and lost his fortune, the 
development of technology on the frontier, as well as the myth of the 
Wild West.  Both the house's blacksmith shop and Contessa wagon will 
be included.  Come hear a dramatic family history and leave with a 
better understanding of what Missouri was like in the 19th Century. 
 
Our tour guide Sarah Goebel is the head of education at the John 
Wornall House.  She uses her degrees — a B.A. in History from Drake 
University and an M.A. in Museum Studies from the University of Kansas 
— to create meaningful experiences for visitors.  From interpreting life 
on the frontier to discussing Missouri’s small-scale style of slavery, she 
loves to connect with guests over whatever in Majors House’s history 
interests them.  
 
 
Date:    Friday, February 18, from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.  
Snow Date:  Friday, February 25, from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.  
Place:    8201 State Line Road, KCMO 
Tour cost:   $10.00  
Tour size:   20 (May change according to Covid guidance)   
Parking:   A large parking lot is just north of the house. 

SPECIAL TOURS 
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INVITE a FRIEND 

 

ATTENTION:  SPARK MEMBERS 

Did you know you can invite someone to a  

Gem or regular class one time for FREE?  

 

 Yes, you may invite a friend to join you in class once for free.  It’s a 
great way for us to recruit new members!   
NOTE:  Receive a free class if you recruit a new member!  

 

 You may invite a friend to accompany you on a tour at the regular 
fee.  

 

 Just email us at spark@umkc.edu or call us at 816-235-2870, so 
we know to expect your guest.   

 

 Be sure to check with SPARK about class or tour availability.   
 

 Guests over ZOOM must be registered to receive a Join Link. 
 

 If there is a limit on enrollment, current members will receive priority. 
If class or tour is full, guests may not be able to attend.  

SPARK members enjoying a tour of the Anita Gorman Discovery Center and its 
exhibit relating to the Lewis and Clark Expedition, complete with a Newfoundland 
dog similar to the one that accompanied the Corps of Discovery on their journey. 
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CLUBS and GROUPS 

 
MARGARET STURGES’ BOOK CLUB  

 
Meets on the third Monday of each month at 1:00 p.m.  

 
To join this club, contact Laura Sloan, 

913-634-3264, or dalelaura40@hotmail.com 
 

1/17  The Vanishing Half      Brit Bennett  
2/21  The Stone Diaries      Carol Shields 
3/21  The Dutch House      Ann Patchett  
 
In April we pick books for the next year which begins in August 2022. 

 

THURSDAY BOOK CLUB 
 

Meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12 noon  
(except November and December due to holidays)  

 
Our facilitator is Sue Habiger,  

816-616-2636, or shabiger22@gmail.com  
 

1/27  A Promised Land     Barack Obama 
2/24  The Tender Bar      J. R. Moehringer  
3/24  American Dirt       Jeanine Cummins 
4/28  Dolly Parton biography (TBD)  

“LET’S EAT OUT”  

This lively group has long met for lunch on Thursdays or Fridays  

at local restaurants.  Due to ongoing cases of Coronavirus however,  

we are now again on hiatus.   

Instead, we suggest you order carry-out at your favorite restaurant.   

We hope to see you in the future when it is safer to gather together. 

Our facilitator is Lynn Lieberman 816-223-1658 or  

lynnleee2001@yahoo.com  
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DONATIONS and SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

    There are several ways to  

            give to SPARK 

 

 Donations to SPARK contribute to the purchase of audio-visual and 

classroom equipment, and cover other expenses associated with 

maintaining and improving delivery of SPARK programs. 

 Gifts to the Frances McLaren Scholarship Fund are used to 

subsidize class fees for those who would like to participate but 

need monetary help.  

 Memorial Donations in memory of someone, or Honor Donations 

to celebrate a special person. 

 In-Kind Contributions (non-cash donations such as gift cards for 

instructors, equipment, supplies, etc.).  

 

Many thanks to those who have contributed to these funds during this 

past year! Your continued support is very much appreciated. 

FRANCES McLAREN SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

SPARK has assistance available to SPARK members needing some 

extra help with class fees. The Frances McLaren Scholarship Fund 

was established in memory of Frances by her family and through 

donations to the fund.  If you would like more information or to request 

assistance, please contact:  

Jan Parks at parksj3271@gmail.com or 816-536-5354 

All requests are confidential. 
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SPARK CLASS REGISTRATION 

MEMBERSHIP and CLASS FEES  
 

Annual Membership ............................. $40 (renew in January) 

 $20 (after May 1) 

 (4-6 weeks) ... $30 

Humanities Classes (3  weeks) ... $25 

 (2  weeks) ... $20 

Tours ........................................... $10 – $25 
 

NEW On-Demand Playlists .................  $30 (see page 29) 

 (YouTube recordings of previous classes) 

 

You must be a member to enroll in classes and activities 

All classes are held in-person and online over ZOOM unless otherwise noted. 

 

Pre-registration is required for all SPARK classes (including tours). 
 
• The enrollments in some classes may be limited. 
• If a class is closed due to maximum enrollment, subsequent 

enrollees will be added to a wait list. 
• A class with low enrollment may be cancelled. 
• Refunds will be issued for cancelled classes. 
 

Please help SPARK by registering and paying before  
Friday, January 7 to save your place in each class.  

 
If your class has a Zoom option, you will receive an email with the 
Join link one week prior to your class or within two business days  

after payment is received. 

Payment Options on SPARK Website  

Mail checks to PO Box 300362, Kansas City, MO  64130 

OR 

Pay by credit card using the 

PayPal Platform. 
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NEW ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES 

 
Enrolling Online.  (If you have problems please email Lori 
Williams at ldwilliams@umkc.edu for help.) 
 
Begin by going to the SPARK website spark.umkc.edu;  hover 
over “COURSES” and click on Current Quarter. 
 
1. To learn more about an item or class, click the picture or title. 

To purchase/enroll, click Add to Cart. 
2. If you don’t need more information, simply click Add to Cart 

below the picture and title. 
3. When you have finished adding classes, click View Cart below 

the last class you purchased or click on the shopping cart icon 
in the upper right of your screen. 

4. Review your choices and when you are ready, click the 
Proceed to Checkout Button. 

5. You may choose:  
  1)  to pay by check;  or  
  2)  to pay by credit card using the PayPal platform.   

 
NEW ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES 

 

SPARK has several ways to enroll in classes this quarter:   
  
Option One:  Enroll by U.S. Mail.  If members prefer to register 
by mail, they can use the Enrollment Form in this catalog or print 
out the form from our website.  Then they complete the form and 
mail it with a check to our new P.O. Box.  (See page 31 for 
address.) 
 
Option Two:  Enroll In-Person at our SMART Classroom Big 
REVEAL and Annual Meeting on January 6.  (See the back 
page for details.) 
 
Option Three:  Enroll Online.  Our website has been updated 
with a new user-friendly system!  See details below. 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM 

President:        Bill Webb 
President Elect:  Gary Hindman 
Secretary:        Nancy Powell 
Treasurer:   Bill Hirsch 
 
Barbara Dooley 
Baila Goldstein 
LeeAnne Hays 
David Jeter 
Virginia Lambright 
Shirley Marshall 
Jan Parks ** 
Alan Perry 
Carolyn Rowe 
Diana Taylor 
Linda Wade 
Diane Filion – UMKC Ex-Officio 
  Director 

~~ Committees ~~  
 

Curriculum:  LeeAnne Hays & 
 Nancy Powell 
Events:             Baila Goldstein 
Marketing:       Jan Parks ** 
Member  
       Hospitality:   Gary Hindman 
 (Interim) 

 

~~ Publications ~~  
 

Class Catalog:  Patty Fuller 
 
Monthly Update Emails: 
 Lori Williams 
 
  ** Past President 

Board of Directors Committees / Publications 

Pack Family Gift Challenge   
 

The Pack Family gift came with the challenge to enhance our program 
and offer it to an expanded membership.  In the last year we have done 
the following: 
 

• Expanded the number of classrooms to support additional classes.  
 

• Started paying our instructors an honorarium to recognize their 
excellence.  

 

• Upgraded our classrooms with the purchase of new furniture.   
 

• Purchased new audio/visual equipment to make our classrooms into 
SMART classrooms that enhance the presentations of our 
instructors, both in the classrooms and on ZOOM. 

 

• Rebuilt our website and adopted a new logo, both recognizing 
Flossie Pack.  

 

• Developed a marketing program to expand our presence on social 
media to recruit new members.  We should be seeing/hearing more 
about SPARK on Facebook, Instagram, KCUR and two community 
newspapers. 
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Need help with our ZOOM classes? 
Want to learn how to set up and hold ZOOM events to spend time 

with family or friends? 

**  Contact us at spark@umkc.edu  ** 

Volunteers Needed !! 
We need volunteers to serve as class coordinators and  

ZOOM co-hosts. 
If you are not comfortable with ZOOM,  

but are willing to learn,  
we will teach you more about ZOOM. 

**  Contact us at spark@umkc.edu  ** 

NEED HELP or WANT to VOLUNTEER 

to HOST ZOOM CLASSES? 

Previous On-Demand Recorded SPARK Classes !! 

The pandemic hasn’t been all bad.  Having classes on ZOOM has allowed 
us to record them so they can be viewed at a later time.  Most of our 
classes since Fall 2020 are now available to purchase on-demand for 
$30 per class.  Upon purchasing the class, you will receive an email with 
information on downloading a private link to a YouTube playlist which 
contains the recordings of all the meetings for that class.  Visit 
spark.umkc.edu/shop/ to view the options and enjoy an additional 
learning opportunity !!  NOTE:  Prior Enrollees continue to enjoy access 
to their class recordings for (at least) one following quarter. 

New Post Office Box   
 

When Lori Williams, our Office Coordinator, moved from Greenwood, MO, we 

moved our USPS post office box to a new closer post office.  Our new mailing 
address is:   

 

SPARK,   PO Box 300362,   Kansas City, MO 64130   
 

If you wish to mail anything to SPARK, please use this address, not our street 
address on Troost. 
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PARKING and PARKING TAGS 

INFORMATION about PARKING for SPARK CLASSES 
 

The SPARK classrooms are located on the UMKC campus at 4825 Troost 
Avenue.  The UMKC parking lot directly south of the building requires you to 
pay to park EACH DAY that you are in the lot.  This includes those with 
handicapped parking.  If you are not a UMKC employee, there are two 
options to pay: 
 

1. You can purchase UMKC Parking Tags to be displayed hanging from 
the rearview mirror of your car.  The tags cost SPARK members $3.00 
each and are good in any lot on the UMKC campus for ONE DAY 
only.  Be sure to scratch off the correct date when you use one.  If 
you plan to use parking tags, we highly recommend that you purchase 
them when you register for classes.   

2. You may also purchase metered parking using the “AMP Park” app 
which you can download to your smart phone by searching your App 
Store.  This app allows you to park for your desired amount of time in the 
spots designated for metered parking and will even send you an alert if 
your time is about to expire! Cost is $1.25 per hour. 

 

There are two ways for you to purchase Parking Tags from SPARK.  The 
best way is to purchase them when you register for your classes.   
 
1. When you enroll online, you may purchase as many tags as you will 

need to attend your classes.  If you enroll 5 days before the SMART 
Classroom Big REVEAL Event on January 6, you may pick them up at 
the event.  Otherwise, one tag will be mailed to you before classes begin, 
and you can pick up the remaining tags on your first day of classes. 

2. If you plan to enroll at the SMART Classroom Big REVEAL Event on 
January 6, indicate how many tags you wish to buy on your enrollment 
form.  Then bring your enrollment form and payment to the event and 
pick up all of your tags that day. 

 

Parking Tags may also be purchased at the SPARK office during the quarter, 
but only with cash or a check. 
 

Please Note:  The UMKC parking lots are monitored frequently, and you will 
get a parking violation ticket of $30 if you do not have a correctly scratched-
off Parking Tag or are not parked in a metered spot or your purchased time in 
your “AMP Park” app has expired.   
 

CLASS ACCESSIBILITY 
 

Handicapped parking is available in the UMKC parking lot.  You will need to 
display a State Disabled Parking Placard as well as a UMKC Parking Tag.  
You do not need a UMKC Disabled Parking Permit. 
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HOW to CONTACT SPARK  (NEW PO BOX !!) 

If you have questions or need help completing the Enrollment Form, 

please contact the Office Coordinator at the SPARK office. 

Phone:  816-235-2870  

Email:  spark@umkc.edu  

UMKC SPARK,   PO BOX 300362,   Kansas City, MO 64130 

Visit our NEW Website:  spark.umkc.edu 
(which redirects to:  lifelongspark.org) 

or Web search:  UMKC SPARK 

Facebook:  facebook.com/SPARKatUMKC 

Instagram:  instagram.com/SPARKatUMKC 

CALENDAR 
 

Winter 2022 
SMART Classroom Big REVEAL — Annual Meeting 

Thursday, Jan. 6, 2022  (RSVP by Jan. 3, 2022) 
Register for classes by Friday, Jan. 7 

Classes:  Tuesday, Jan. 18 – Monday, Feb. 28, 2022 
 

Spring 2022 
Preview Event  

Thursday March 3 (RSVP by February 24) 
Register for classes by Thursday, Mar. 10 

Classes:  Monday, Mar. 21 – Friday, Apr. 29 
 

Summer 2022 
Preview Event  

Thursday May 19 (RSVP by May 12) 
Register for classes by Thursday, May 26 
Classes:  Monday, June 6 – Friday, July 1  

 

Fall 2022 
Register for classes by Thursday, Sep. 8 

Classes:  Monday, Sep. 19 – Friday, Oct. 28 

CONTACTS and CALENDAR 

 Board Meetings 2021 / 2022  
The Board usually meets on the third Friday of even-numbered months 

at 10:00 a.m. at the SPARK office. 

 

December 10, February 18, April 15, June 17, August 19, October 21 

Members are always welcome to attend Board and Committee Meetings. 



SMART Classroom Big REVEAL !! 
(plus Annual Meeting) 

 
 

All SPARK members and guests are invited 
to participate in DEMOS of our new studio-grade  

audio/video equipment for hybrid classes !!! 
 

Thursday, January 6, 2022 
(Snow date:  Thursday, January 13) 

 
At SPARK’s Office ● 4825 Troost, KCMO ● Room 124 

From 11:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. 
 
 

Event Schedule: 
 

11:30 Registration 
12:00 Luncheon — Free Box Lunch 

12:45 Class Preview 
1:30 Annual Meeting 

2:30 More Social Time 
 
 

Agenda: 
 

Learn about new Classes 
Register for Classes 

Purchase Parking Tickets 
Elect new Board Members   

Approve updated Articles of Incorporation  *   
Adopt updated Bylaws  * 

 
* (Copies available beforehand by Email upon request 

and at Event) 
 
 

Please pre-register by Monday, January 3  
or forward questions: 

By sending an email to:  spark@umkc.edu 
Or by leaving a message at 816-235-2870 


