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SPARK OVERVIEW 

SPARK stands for Senior Peers Actively Renewing Knowledge.  We are a 
lifelong learning organization for active retirees.  SPARK has been offering 
classes and other activities in the Kansas City area since 1993.  We are a 
nonprofit organization with over 200 members and an affiliate of the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City.  In gratitude for a major contribution from the Pack family 
in December 2020, we have changed our name to “The SPARK Flossie Pack 
Center for Lifelong Learning.” 
 

Our Mission 
 

SPARK’s mission is to provide lifelong learning opportunities through 
intellectually stimulating academic, cultural, and social experiences which 
enhance the quality of life for SPARK members. 
 

Who Are We? 
 

We are “Happy Wonderers” – interesting, curious, educated persons with a 
passion for continued learning, meeting new people, sharing time and 
experiences and pursuing an active, stimulating life.  SPARK is a volunteer 
organization that relies on the participation of members to promote and achieve 
its mission.  
 
Courses and other activities are offered during four quarters each year.  Most 
quarters last for six weeks, the summer quarter lasts four weeks.  Classes vary 
from 90 minutes to two hours in length each day.  Most classes are offered both 
in-person and on Zoom.  Most classes are recorded and may be watched later on 
YouTube.  There are no tests or exams.  SPARK also offers several social 
activities throughout the year. 
 
Annual Membership dues are $40.00, renewable in January.  (Partial year costs 
$20.00 if joining on or after May 1.) 
 

Membership is REQUIRED to enroll in our classes and activities.  

NEW Benefit for SPARK Members !!   
 

Current members can now check out materials  
at UMKC’s Miller Nichols Library. 

 
Contact the SPARK office at 816-235-2870 or email 

spark@umkc.edu to receive a SPARK Member card to show at the 
Library First Floor Service Desk to set up an account which allows 

you to check out up to 5 items at any given time. 
 

Membership must be renewed annually to maintain your ability to 
check out materials from the Miller Nichols Library. 
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COVID-19 Protocols 
 

Members attending in-person events and classes  
need to know the following: 

 
• Members must be fully vaccinated to attend classes in-person.  

When members attend classes, they are telling other members that 
they are fully vaccinated per current CDC recommendations, 
including boosters.  

 
• Class enrollments will be limited only by the number of chairs in the 

classroom.  Students will not be separated from each other per 
“social distancing” standards. 

 
• Because UMKC is no longer requiring that masks be worn on 

campus, SPARK is allowing individuals to assess their own risk and 
make their own decision regarding wearing masks.  Those 
uncomfortable with this should access classes via Zoom. 

 
• If you are not feeling well for any reason, please stay at home and 

watch the class on Zoom, if available. 
 
• If conditions change before or during the current quarter, these 

guidelines may be altered to conform to the rules of UMKC or the 
recommendations of local public health authorities. 

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS and  

FRONT DOOR ACCESS 

Front Door Access 
 

Earlier this year, UMKC decided to lock the doors to the building we call 
home and issue key cards to employees and graduate students.  To 
gain access to the building, SPARK members must use a videophone to 
call the SPARK office and get buzzed in.  At the south entrance, a 
videophone is mounted on a column to the right of the doors.  Scroll 
down on the little video screen, find “SPARK”, and tap our name on the 
phone icon.  That action will call the SPARK office.  When someone 
answers the phone in our office, they will be able to see and talk to you 
on their videophone.  (Your videophone is mounted at an ADA-approved 
height, so you may need to step back so the person in the office can 
see your face.)  When the person in the office recognizes you, you will 
hear a 5-second tone telling you the right-hand door has been unlocked.  
If you have difficulty with the videophone and have a cell phone with 
you, please call the office phone number: 816-235-2870. 
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 MEMBER PARTICIPATION 

Please...Please… Get Involved !! 

As a peer-directed organization, SPARK depends on talented volunteers to assist with 
its operations.  With our return to the classroom, we need the help of our members to 
find new class coordinators and Zoom hosts to make our program successful.  Help 
us deliver quality programs by volunteering to assist in the following ways: 
 
Volunteer to help the Member Hospitality Committee (formerly called Membership 
Committee) to support our members and ensure that they fully experience our 
excellent program.  Now that we are returning to the classroom, we need your support 
more than ever for the following: 

• Offer to be a greeter at the front door and help members learn how to gain 
access to the building. 

• Offer to be a class, GEM or tour coordinator to assist the instructors and tour 
guides. 

• Offer to co-host a Zoom class.  (SPARK will provide the necessary training.) 

• Work with the Marketing Committee to recruit new members. 

• Offer to welcome new members to SPARK and introduce them to our members. 

• Work with the Marketing Committee to help keep members informed of upcoming 
activities. 

• Offer to reach out to all SPARK members and help them fully enjoy the social 
aspects of our program that we say “make us unique”. 

 
Join the Curriculum Committee and help develop the curriculum of courses and 
tours we offer our members each quarter.  
 
Volunteer to teach a class or give a GEM presentation.  Most of our instructors are 
members sharing their passions for subjects they developed over their lives.  Offer to 
share your knowledge or life experiences with your fellow members by teaching a 
class or leading a discussion group. 
 
Join the Marketing Committee and help raise community awareness of SPARK to 
recruit new members. 
 
Join the Events Committee and help organize the preview events before each 
quarter and the occasional special events that members enjoy. 
 
We need to recruit new members.  Our membership declined during the pandemic 
and we need to rebuild it.  Each of us can help by recruiting new members.  Share 
information about SPARK with your friends.  Give your paper copy of the catalog to a 
friend.  Tell them about our website at spark.umkc.edu |  (also accessible as 
LifelongSpark.org).  Invite them to attend one of our events for free.  Bring them as 
a guest to one of our classes.  Share your ideas on how we can improve SPARK 
with a Board member or committee chair. 
 
Each of these areas is supported by a committee chair and other SPARK members.  
The interaction with other members of SPARK makes the SPARK experience more 
meaningful to all of us.  At the next upcoming Event, talk to one or more of these 
chairpersons (see Leadership Team page) and volunteer to help.  You may also 
volunteer by contacting the SPARK office, by phone or email, and someone will call 
you to discuss your interests. 
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Great Ballet Music 
June 6 thru June 27  (4 weeks) 

Mondays, 10:00 – 12:00  
 

 
Ballet is an art form that has attracted many great composers, as well as 

many choreographers and dancers, over the centuries.  This course will 

focus on the music which has been composed for ballets.  We will begin 

with French ballet during the age of Louis XIV with such masters as Lully, 

continue with Meyerbeer and Adam, and explore ballet as used in opera 

including works by Rossini, Verdi, Ponchielli and Borodin.  The course 

will also include the ballets of Tchaikovsky and his 20th-century Russian 

successors Stravinsky and Prokofiev, and finish with American ballet 

composers Bernstein and Copland, among others.  This course will use 

extensive video excerpts from the great ballets. 

 

.

            Class Fee:  $30 
 
Instructor:  Don Dagenais is a longtime classical music and opera 

aficionado.  He has served on the boards of many local music 

organizations and has been president of most of them, including the Lyric 

Opera, Summerfest, Kansas City Symphony Alliance, Kansas City 

Chamber Orchestra and UMKC Conservatory of Music and Dance.   For 

over ten years he has chaired the Lyric Opera Guild opera travel 

program.  He is semi-retired as a real estate attorney from Lathrop Gage, 

and lives in Kansas City with his wife Patricia, also a classical music fan.  

They have two grown daughters and two grandchildren. 

GREAT BALLET MUSIC 
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 GOVERNMENT PROPAGANDA: 

PUBLIC INFORMATION or FAKE NEWS? 

Government Propaganda:  
Public Information or Fake News 

June 6 thru June 27  (4 weeks) 
Mondays, 1:30 – 3:30  

 
 
Every Presidential administration has to find ways to convince the public that its 
policies are what they really should want.  And as we all know, new technology 
will be embraced by politicians at all levels to advance their agendas. So it is no 
surprise that the administration of President Franklin Roosevelt put the new 
communication technology of sound motion pictures to work to push New Deal 
programs to counter the Depression and to maintain domestic support during the 
Second World War.  
 
Several years ago in a SPARK course we looked at a variety of government 
motion pictures, primarily combat films produced during the war, designed to 
sway public opinion in favor of American and British military policy.  This new 
course will concentrate on the Roosevelt Administration’s domestic efforts, first 
to combat the Depression and introduce major changes in America, then to steer 
wartime domestic policy.   
 
The series will include renowned classics such as Pare Lorentz’s The Plow That 
Broke the Plains, as well as lesser known films on Federal housing policy, 
African-American employment, the “evacuation” of West Coast Japanese-
Americans, persuading women to continue in the wartime workforce, and 
convincing Americans that racism at home (and in the armed forces) is no 
different than the rabble-rousing and racism that enabled the Nazis to seize 
power in Germany.     
 
In addition to the films, in one class Steve Sitton, Administrator of the Thomas 
Hart Benton Home & Studio State Historic Site, will show examples of and 
discuss Benton’s wartime activities with the Navy producing art designed to 
support the war effort.  
 
As we review these films we will discuss the implications that the various forms 
of today’s “propaganda, public information and fake news” are having on our 
decision making. 
 

            Class Fee:  $30 
 
Instructor:  Alan Perry graduated from Washington University in St. Louis and 
Victoria University in Wellington, New Zealand with degrees in history. He served 
over 15 years as Adjunct Professor of History at the University of Missouri- 
Kansas City.  In addition to teaching history he served as an Archivist for the 
National Archives and Records Administration in Washington, DC, the Virgin 
Islands and Kansas City. 
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Composer Nadia Boulanger 
June 7 thru June 28  (4 weeks) 

Tuesdays, 10:00 – 12:00   
 
 

You’ve probably heard of American 
composers and musicians like Aaron 
Copland, Quincy Jones, and Philip Glass. . . 
but did you know that they all have a teacher 
in common?  Nadia Boulanger (1887–1979) 
was a French composer, conductor and 
incredibly influential music teacher. American 
composer and critic Virgil Thomson once 
described Boulanger as “a one-woman 
graduate school so powerful and permeating 
that legend credits every U.S. town with two 
things – a five-and-dime and a Boulanger 
pupil.”   
 
Boulanger was also the first woman to 
conduct major orchestras like the New York Philharmonic.  Her singular 
devotion to music and quite conservative outlook on religion and gender 
issues complicate her legacy, but her influence is undeniable.  In this 
course, we’ll explore Boulanger’s most well-known work as a teacher, 
but also her career as a composer and a conductor, listening to a lot of 
music along the way! 
 
            Class Fee:  $30 
 
Instructor: Sara McClure is a PhD candidate 
in musicology and a Chancellor’s Fellow at the 
University of Kansas, where she is working on 
a dissertation about orchestral ensembles in 
nineteenth-century St. Louis.  She earned a 
Master of Music in Musicology from UMKC, 
where she received the Graduate Teaching 
Assistant Superior Teaching Award, and an 
M.M. in Choral Conducting from East Carolina 
University. She serves as the Musicologist-in-
Residence for the Midwest Chamber 
Ensemble and the Music Director at Prairie 
Baptist Church in Prairie Village.  

COMPOSER NADIA BOULANGER 

Nadia Boulanger 
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WESTERN CIVILIZATION 

Western Civilization: 
The Russo-Ukrainian War 
June 7, 21 and 28  (3 weeks) 

CLASS WILL NOT BE HELD JUNE 14 
Tuesdays, 10:00 – 12:00   

Option A:  IN-PERSON on Tuesdays  (Not on ZOOM) 

Or 
June 8, 22 and 29  (3 weeks) 

CLASS WILL NOT BE HELD JUNE 15 
Wednesdays, 10:00 – 12:00   

Option B:  IN-PERSON on Wednesdays  (Also on ZOOM) 
Or 

Option C:  Only ZOOM on Wednesdays  
for those not wishing to attend in person 

 

 
This quarter we’ll review the 
major developments in the 
Russo-Ukrainian War that 
began on February 24th.  At 
present, it’s difficult to predict 
the course content.  
Hopefully we’ll be analyzing 
the peace process and the 
way sticky issues like war 
crimes, repatriation of 
refugees and territorial 
adjustments were resolved.  

Unfortunately, it’s more likely that the War will still be going on.  In 
that case, we’ll examine the status of negotiations, the cohesiveness 
of the NATO alliance, the impact of on-going sanctions on Russia, 
China’s actions in support of Russia and the military situation on the 
ground. 

 

            Class Fee:  $25 
 
Instructor:  Carol McCavitt has been teaching for SPARK since 2009.  
Before moving to Kansas City, Carol was a high school teacher on Long 
Island, where she taught Advanced Placement European History for 20 
years.  Educated as an undergraduate at SUNY at Stony Brook, Carol 
completed her Master’s Degree at Queens College in NYC and did her 
doctoral work at Carnegie-Mellon University in Pittsburgh. 
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KANSAS CITY GEMS 

Kansas City Gems 
June 7 thru June 28  (4 weeks) 

Tuesdays, 1:30 – 3:30  

Different Topics — Different Presenters — Each Week     
 

Members may enroll in all four classes for $15, 
or the three ZOOMed classes for $10,  

or individual classes for $5.00 each.  Non-Members:  first visit FREE. 
 

Please pre-register for all Gem classes that you plan to attend  
so we can determine the possible attendance. 

Week 1:  June 7 
Ranked Choice Voting 
Presenter: Larry R. Bradley 
 
Have you heard of Ranked Choice Voting?  The proposal is not complicated.  
Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) allows voters to rank candidates in order of preference 
instead of voting for only a single candidate.  If you have ever listed your top five 
favorite movies, you already know how to vote in an RCV election. 
 
RCV eliminates costly run-off elections by recording all of the voter's choices at one 
time.  That means voters must go to the polls only once to rank their candidate 
choices!  Eliminating a run-off election for Mayor and City Council could save Kansas 
City close to $600,000.  RCV is truly non-partisan and supported by people across the 
political spectrum.  There are currently two states and 53 cities already using RCV. 
 
Larry R. Bradley is a Missouri native.  He is a retired U.S. Army Officer with a 
political science degree from Missouri State and an MBA from the University of 
Tennessee.  He is an author and advocates for Election Reform and more effective 
and efficient government at TheCenterStrikesBack.org. 

Week 2:  June 14 
Tour of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection Window 
13720 Roe Avenue, Leawood, KS 66224 — (meet in the Lobby of the Sanctuary) 
LIMIT OF 15 — IN PERSON ONLY,  NO ZOOM — we will have a Wait List 
 
The Resurrection Window is the focal point of the sanctuary of The United Methodist 
Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.  It is designed to tell the biblical 
story, capturing the most important themes of scripture:  creation, sin, redemption, 
and restoration.  The biblical story begins in a garden, ends in a garden, and in 
between Christianity’s most important redemption story takes place in a garden. 
 

The window begins 35 feet above the chancel floor, rises another 35 feet and is 92 
feet wide making it the largest continuous stained glass window in the world at the 
time of its installation in 2017.  It contains 161 panels which are 5 feet tall and 4 feet 
wide, each weighing about 100 pounds for a total of about 8 tons.  The panels were 
created using thousands of individual pieces of painted, fused, etched, and glazed 
glass.   
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KANSAS CITY GEMS 

Week 3:  June 21 
Stroke Prevention and Treatment 
Presenter:  Tom Modin, RN BSN  
 
Stroke can occur at any age, and it is 
important to save precious time by knowing 
how to quickly respond to its warning signs 
and symptoms.  Find out what the risk factors 
for stroke are and what you can do to reduce 
them.  The BEFAST technique for spotting a 
stroke will be reviewed, as well as treatment 
protocols. 
 
Tom Modin, RN BSN  completed Nursing 
School in 1995 and has worked throughout 
the KC area for almost 20 years in many settings, primarily in 
Emergency Departments.  Tom has spent several  years as a STEMI/
Stroke Coordinator at Saint Luke’s North Hospital and is currently the 
Neuroscience Outreach Coordinator for the Saint Luke’s Hospital, 
Marion Block Neuroscience Center. 

Week 4:  June 28 
Miracle of Innocence 
Presenter:  Laura Guy 
 
Learn more about the efforts of a local innocence organization to help 
free people who have been wrongly incarcerated and provide care for 
them when they come home.  Miracle of Innocence is a unique 
organization in that it was started by two exonerees, Darryl Burton and 
Lamonte Macintyre, who spent a combined total of 47 years in prison for 
crimes they did not commit.  Based in Kansas City, this organization 
serves innocent people in both Kansas and Missouri.  Hear the stories of 
exonerees and learn more about the organization. 
 
Laura Guy is the Executive Director of Miracle of Innocence.  She is an 
ordained pastor in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
denomination.  She most recently founded and led Living Water 
Christian Church in Parkville, MO for 17 years.  She also recently 
completed a term on the Shawnee Mission Board of Education where 
she served for four years.  
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BASEBALL in KANSAS CITY 

Baseball 101:  All You Need to Know  
to Enjoy Baseball in Kansas City 

June 8 thru June 29  (4 weeks) 
Wednesdays, 1:30 – 3:30  

 

This class will be offered in-person only—NOT on ZOOM 

 
This class is a must for any person new to 
baseball, new to the Kansas City area, or 
baseball fans who just like to learn/talk 
about baseball.  We will cover a broad 
range of baseball information from 
professional baseball to the neighborhood 
games found everywhere in the 
metropolitan area.  The class will use large 

group lectures, fun trivia quizzes, a memory project and more.  A 
representative from the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum will present one 
class period.   
 
An in-person field trip to Royals stadium is scheduled for June 22.  Up to 30 
people can take part and anyone with mobility issues can be accommodated.  
It will include the Hall of Fame and other interesting places like the dugout.  
Car pooling can be arranged by those wishing to attend. 
 

             Class Fee:  $30 
 

Instructors:  Ann Hauser and Craig Mueller 
 
Ann Hauser is a retired school psychologist who grew up playing ball with 
her three brothers near a small town in southeast Kansas.  Summer evenings 
were spent listening to the radio as the Kansas City Athletics played ball.  
Later, it was the Kansas City Royals. She currently lives in Overland Park 
and enjoys attending Royals games and an occasional Monarchs game.  She 
has been known to attend a baseball game while on opera trips. She is 
interested in the cultural side of baseball. 
 
Craig Mueller grew up in Humboldt, KS on a dairy farm.  He graduated from 
Pittsburg State in 1981 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting and an MBA.  
He is a CPA and spent 38 years in the financial services industry and worked 
in Kansas City for Price Waterhouse, DST and Midland Loan Services.  He 
retired in 2018 and enjoys spending time with his 2 grandsons, golfing and 
working part-time as a youth baseball umpire and basketball referee.  He’s 
also on the board of Supreme Task International (missionary organization 
serving India) and the Johnson County chapter of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. 
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 MAJOR MOMENTS that SHAPED 

AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 

Major Moments that Shaped American Constitutional Law 
June 9 thru June 30  (4 weeks) 

Thursdays, 10:00 – 12:00   
 

Throughout America’s history, the Constitution has been a key foundation of 
the nation’s success, but also a source of intense controversy.  This course, 
taught by UMKC law professor Allen Rostron, will explore some of the most 
fascinating and important moments in constitutional history.  It will look at the 
historical background and impact of some of the Supreme Court’s biggest 
decisions, while also considering how they set the stage for issues still hotly 
debated today, including: 
 
The origins of the U.S. Constitution.  We’ll examine the creation of the 
Constitution, and the landmark early cases decided by the Supreme Court 
under the powerful influence of John Marshall, the Court’s first great Chief 
Justice.  We’ll learn about how Marshall handled treacherous clashes with 
Presidents like Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson.  And we’ll see how 
issues about those disputes foreshadowed the battles still going on today about 
how much authority the Supreme Court should have. 
 
The Civil War.  We’ll consider the rich array of constitutional issues 
surrounding the Civil War, including how the Dred Scott case led the nation 
toward the war, as well as the many issues that President Lincoln faced, as he 
took actions such as suspending habeas corpus, imposing a naval blockade of 
the South, and issuing the Emancipation Proclamation.   
 
The Great Depression and the New Deal.  We’ll talk about the clash between 
President Franklin Roosevelt and the Supreme Court during the Great 
Depression, and how the Court wound up radically changing constitutional law.  
We’ll consider how the decisions of that era continue to affect things today, 
such as in the fight over the constitutionality of the Obamacare health care 
reform law.  
 
The Civil Rights era.  We’ll trace the development of constitutional rights from 
the doctrine of “separate but equal” through desegregation cases like Brown v. 
Board of Education and the resistance to that decision at places like Little Rock 
High School in Arkansas.  We’ll see how equal protection rights continue to be 
the subject of debate in cases about modern issues like affirmative action, 
same-sex marriage, and gender discrimination. 
 

            Class Fee:  $30 
 
Instructor:  Allen Rostron is the William R. Jacques Constitutional Law 
Scholar and Professor of Law at the UMKC School of Law.  Prior to becoming a 
law professor, he attended law school at Yale University, worked as a lawyer at 
a large firm in New York City, and was a staff attorney at the Brady Center to 
Prevent Gun Violence in Washington, DC.  
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ART that MAKES YOU GO “Hmmm…” 

Art that Makes You Go “Hmmm...!?” 
June 9 thru June 30  (4 weeks) 

Thursdays, 1:30 – 3:30   
 

The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art has offered SPARK the opportunity to 
invite museum docents to make presentations to SPARK in lieu of the 
tours we have offered in the past.  The presentations will be in person in 
our classroom and on Zoom.  Support your favorite museum! 

 
We all have our own sense of what art is – beautiful paintings, lifelike 
sculptures, even abstract works that aren’t easy to interpret yet are visually 
interesting.  But what about all those things in art museums, exhibitions, and 
public spaces that don’t fit nicely into our sensibilities, those things that make 
us go “hmmm…!?”  Join interactive presentations about works from around 
the world that challenge expectations and defy typical “isms” in art. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
June 9:  How to Read Chinese Scroll Paintings 
by Tracey Bormann Cattarin 
 
Chinese scroll painting is a beautiful and enigmatic art form that has 
thousands of years of history. The styles and subjects in scroll painting 
changed throughout time and the materials evolved, yet the traditions 
remained.  We might recognize the allure, but how do we go deeper and 
understand the works as the artists intended?  
 
This interactive presentation will take a closer look at different Chinese scroll 
painting formats, explore the unexpected beyond the ink, and share some 
cultural context. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
June 16:  Andy Goldsworthy:  Nature is His Paper, and Decay is Okay 
by Misty McNally 
 
In 2019, a stone wall was erected just east of the Nelson-Atkins…then 
gradually deconstructed and rebuilt over and over again so that the front end 
crept across Rockhill Road, down the lawn, and “through” a window, into the 
museum.  You might still be asking, “How is that art?”  Yet this is Andy 
Goldsworthy’s specialty, working with seemingly banal natural materials, in –
and out of – their expected places.  
 
Come view and discuss this renowned artist and his thought-provoking works 
around the globe. 
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 ART that MAKES YOU GO “Hmmm…” 

(cont’d) 

June 23:  Mummy Portraits:  You See Me, I See Myself 
by Pegeen Blank  
 
Lifelike faces in so-called mummy portraits peer at us from thousands of 
years ago.  Were they Egyptian or Roman or Greek?  How were they made?  
And what do these portraits reveal to us about the sitters, their lives, and 
what they wanted us to know about them? 
 
In this course, we will explore some of the most well-known mummy portraits, 
including one at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art itself.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
June 30:  Art That Isn’t an “ism” 
by Tracey Bormann Cattarin, Misty McNally, and Pegeen Blank 
 
Join all three presenters as they continue to explore works that fall “outside 
the box.” 
 
Silver Indian Thrones (Tracey): A pair of opulent silver thrones, created for 
the kingdom of Dungarpur in India at the height of British colonial rule, go 
beyond regal chairs into handmade works of art that combine Indian and 
European culture.  
 
Untitled (March 5th) #2, by Félix González-Torres (Misty): Two light bulbs 
and entangled electrical cords hang from the wall in this contemporary work. 
 
Uchikake, wearable art (Pegeen): A sumptuous silk garment, embellished 
with gold, paint, and thread, reveals the hands of unknown artists and the 
hidden world of the Edo Castle women’s quarter of 18th-century Japan. 
 
          Class Fee:  $30 
 
Tracey Bormann Cattarin is a lifelong learner and has been a docent at the 
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art since 2009.  She has an interest in almost 
everything at the museum with a special fondness for Asian art.  Tracey holds 
degrees from Truman State University and the University of Saint Mary. 
 
Misty McNally has insatiable curiosity, and she loves to explore “Things 
People Create and Collect.”  She has a degree in Linguistics and Geography 
from UCLA and has been a docent at the Nelson-Atkins Museum since 2006.  
 
Pegeen Blank fell in love with Ancient Egypt after discovering King Tut at the 
Art Institute of Chicago when she was a child. She has been an educator for 
the past 30 years and a docent and volunteer at the Nelson-Atkins since 2012.  
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LET’S PLAY MAH JONGG! 

Let’s Play Mah Jongg! 
June 10 thru July 1  (4 weeks) 

 NOTE:  change of day from Tuesdays to ... 
Fridays, 10:00 – 12:00 

Except June 17 – class will be from 1:30 – 3:30 
 

All are welcome to our on-going Mah Jongg game gathering.  We  have an 
instructor for those of you who have never played before.  Or come instead 
for a refresher on the mechanics, or just to share in the game with other fun 
SPARK members. 
 
While Mah Jongg origins are complicated, it is generally thought to have 
begun in Shanghai, China in the mid-to-late 1800s.  Brought to America in 
the 1920s, it evolved significantly after WW II and was a non-threatening way 
to build friendships across diverse cultural barriers.   
 
Mah Jongg is played ideally with four players, but can be modified for three.  
152 Carved tiles similar to Dominos are divided into three suits: Dots, 
Bamboos and Chinese Characters (or Craks).  Colorful picture tiles include 
Winds, Dragons, Flowers and the ever-versatile Jokers.  A game consists of 
acquiring a predesignated series of 14 related tiles which complete your Mah 
Jongg hand.  The games are created by the National Mah Jongg League in 
New York and are changed once a year.  
 

             Class Fee:  $30 
 

Instructor:  Carolyn Rowe has been a member of SPARK for roughly 10 

years.  She’s been playing American Mah Jongg since about 2017 and 
admits to "deer in headlights" surprises even now.  Tapped to teach Mah 

Jongg for the Summer quarter, she is a “questionable substitute” (her words) 
for Carol Wells, who will return in the Fall.  Carolyn has been fascinated by 
the game since first observing it in Thailand and says she's excited about 
sharing the skills she has learned.  "I know the rules and practice is what it 
takes.”  She's excited about Mah Jongg being such a successful class for 

SPARK:  “The game always leads to new friendships and skills.” 
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SPECIAL TOURS 

The Belger Glass Annex 
1219 East 19th Street 

Kansas City, MO 64108 
Friday, June 10  

1:00 – 2:00 
 

“SPARK” your creative fire with hot glass! 
 

Visit Belger Arts’ newest location, the Belger Glass Annex, for a LIVE 
glassblowing demonstration.  Watch professional glassblowers shape 
molten glass into a work of art before your eyes.  Learn the art and 
science of glassblowing and be captivated by a process that dates to 
the 1st century BC.  The demonstration will be narrated, and 
glassblowers are happy to answer questions.  Please allow at least 30 
minutes for the demonstration.   
 

 

Date:   Friday, June 10, from 1:00 – 2:00  

Place:   Belger Glass Annex 

    1219 East 19th Street (the corner of 19th and Forest) 

    Kansas City, MO 64108 

Tour cost:  $10.00 

Tour size:  10-15 

Parking:  You’ll see a chain-link fence and an open gate with a 
    Belger sign. Once you enter through the gate, you’ll see 
    a blonde brick building on the north end of the parking 
    lot.  The Glass Annex is at the opposite end of the brick 
    building on the south side.  Head over and park next to 
    the building. If lost, call or text 913-927-0683.   
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SPECIAL TOURS 

Return to the Riverfront – What’s Old is New 
Friday, June 17 
10:00 – 11:30 

 
Walk through 200 years of history in the River Market area.  Kansas City 
began along the Missouri River with a French settlement after Missouri 
became a state in 1821.  We will walk down the “Town of Kansas” 
pedestrian bridge to an observation deck overlooking the river and pass 
above the archaeological site of the original settlement.  Did you know 
that the City Market has occupied the same blocks since the 1840s?  The 
City Hall used to be on part of the square and Kansas City grew from the 
area.  The present City Market buildings are WPA construction and date 
from 1939, after the new City Hall was built on 12th Street.  
 
The River Market area has seen many changes and ups and downs 
through the 19th and 20th centuries.  It was cut off from the rest of the 
city with the construction of I-70 in the 1950s and the area declined.  The 
area again became popular as the River Quay with restaurants and bars 
in the 1970s.  Revitalization started again in the 1980s as the 19th- 
century buildings were converted to apartments and lofts.  Finally, when 
the area became the northern end of the new streetcar line in 2016, the 
River Market boomed again with the construction of many new apartment 
buildings.  See the area with 19th & 21st century buildings, side by side, 
continuing an historic and vibrant place in the city. 
 
This is a morning tour to “beat the heat”, and then people can stay in the 
area for lunch. 
 
Our tour guide will be Nancy Powell, a SPARK member.  Before her 
work with SPARK she was a volunteer tour guide for the Historic Kansas 
City Foundation for 27 years. 
 
 
Date:         Friday, June 17, from 10:00 – 11:30 

Place:          The tour starts at 2nd and Main at the entrance to the  
    “Town of Kansas” Pedestrian Bridge. 

Tour cost:     $10.00 

Tour size:     20 

Parking:        There is street parking along 2nd and 3rd Street close to 
    Main Street.  There are many parking lots but most of  
    them are reserved for apartment residents, so check  
    carefully if parking is allowed in a lot. 
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SPECIAL TOURS 

Tour of the Kansas City Central Library 
14 West 10th Street, Kansas City, MO 

Friday, June 24 
1:00 – 2:00  

 
 

The Central Library is located in downtown Kansas City in a beautiful, 
historic 1906 bank building.  The tour will touch on the history of banking 
in Kansas City, the architectural details of the building and the 
transformation of the First National Bank into a modern library.  The  tour 
will start in Kirk Hall, which served as the lobby of the bank. We will show 
off the movie theater that is the repurposed bank vault, and finish on the 
roof-top terrace with a wonderful view of downtown.  We will make a stop 
in the Missouri Valley Room which serves as the local history department 
and archives for our area.  Library staff will be on hand after the tour to 
answer questions about the historic space and its modern services.  You 
will be wowed!  
  
Our tour will be given by Teresa Bolton, Director of Central Library 
Operations.  Teresa has been with the library system for eight years.  Her 
first degree and passion is history.  She loves to give tours of the building 
almost as much as she enjoys bragging about library services.    

 

Date:     Friday, June 24, from 1:00 – 2:00 
Place:   14 West 10th Street (10th and Baltimore) 
Tour cost:   $10.00 
Tour size:   12-15 
Parking:   Park in the garage at 10th and Baltimore.  Bring your  
    ticket and it will be validated in the library. 

View of the Central Library Parking Garage 

from 10th Street 
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CLUBS and GROUPS 

 
MARGARET STURGES’ BOOK CLUB  

 
Meets on the third Monday of each month at 1:00 p.m.  

 
To join this club, contact Laura Sloan, 

913-634-3264, or dalelaura40@hotmail.com 
 

 
May 16  The Midnight Library      Matt Haig   
June 20  The Better Angels of our Nature   Steven Pinker  
July 18  The Four Winds       Kristin Hannah  
August 15  (Not available at press time) 

 

THURSDAY BOOK CLUB 
 

Meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12 noon  
(except November and December due to holidays)  

 
Our facilitator is Sue Habiger,  

816-616-2636, or shabiger22@gmail.com  
 
 

May 26  The Henna Artist     Alka Joshi   
June 23  The Lincoln Highway    Amor Towles 
July 28  The Year of Magical Thinking  Joan Didion 
August 25 Terror de Estado     Louise Penny and 
            Hillary Rodham Clinton 

“LET’S EAT OUT”  

This lively group plans to meet for lunch on Fridays at 1:30  

this Summer at local restaurants.   

We look forward to seeing our friends again!  

 

Please contact our facilitator Lynn Lieberman 816-223-1658 or  

lynnleee2001@yahoo.com for further information 
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DONATIONS and SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

    There are several ways to  

            give to SPARK 

 

 Donations to SPARK contribute to the purchase of audio-visual and 

classroom equipment, and cover other expenses associated with 

maintaining and improving delivery of SPARK programs. 

 Gifts to the Frances McLaren Scholarship Fund are used to 

subsidize class fees for those who would like to participate but 

need monetary help.  

 Memorial Donations in memory of someone, or Honor Donations 

to celebrate a special person. 

 In-Kind Contributions (non-cash donations such as gift cards for 

instructors, equipment, supplies, etc.).  

 

Many thanks to those who have contributed to these funds during this 

past year! Your continued support is very much appreciated. 

FRANCES McLAREN SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

SPARK has assistance available to SPARK members needing some 

extra help with class fees. The Frances McLaren Scholarship Fund 

was established in memory of Frances by her family and through 

donations to the fund.  If you would like more information or to request 

assistance, please contact:  

Jan Parks at parksj3271@gmail.com or 816-523-1723 

All requests are confidential. 
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SPARK CLASS REGISTRATION 

MEMBERSHIP and CLASS FEES  
 

Annual Membership ............................. $40 (renew in January) 

 $20 (after May 1) 

In-Person/Hybrid/ (4-6 weeks) ... $30 

ZOOM Classes  (3  weeks) ... $25 

 (2  weeks) ... $20 

Tours ........................................... $10 – $25 
 

NEW On-Demand Playlists .................  $30 (with Bundles on sale) 
 (See SPARK’s website for a list of YouTube recordings and to enroll.) 

 

You must be a member to enroll in classes and activities. 

All classes are held in-person and online over ZOOM unless otherwise noted. 

 

Pre-registration is required for all SPARK classes (including tours). 
 
• The enrollments in some classes may be limited. 
• If a class is closed due to maximum enrollment, subsequent 

enrollees will be added to a waiting list. 
• A class with low enrollment may be cancelled. 
• Refunds will be issued for cancelled classes. 
 

Please help SPARK by registering and paying before  
Thursday, May 26 to save your place in each class.  

 
If your class has a Zoom option, you will receive an email with the 
Join link one week prior to your class or within 2 business days  

after payment is received. 

Payment Options on SPARK Website  

Mail checks to PO Box 300362, Kansas City, MO  64130 

OR 

Pay by credit card using the 

PayPal Platform. 
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ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES 

 
Enrolling Online.  (If you have problems please email Lori 
Williams at ldwilliams@umkc.edu for help.) 
 
Begin by going to the SPARK website spark.umkc.edu | (same 
as LifelongSpark.org);  hover over “COURSES” and click on 
Current Quarter. 
 
1. To learn more about an item or class, click the picture or title. 

To purchase/enroll, click Add to Cart. 
2. If you don’t need more information, simply click Add to Cart 

below the picture and title. 
3. When you have finished adding classes, click View Cart below 

the last class you purchased or click on the shopping cart icon 
in the upper right of your screen. 

4. Review your choices and when you are ready, click the 
“Proceed to Checkout” Button. 

5. You may choose:  
  1)  to pay by check or  
  2)  pay by credit card using the PayPal platform.   

 
ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES 

 

SPARK has several ways to enroll in classes this quarter:   
  
Option One:  Enroll by U.S. Mail.  If members prefer to register 
by mail, they can use the Enrollment Form in this catalog or print 
out the form from our website.  Then they complete the form and 
mail it with a check to:   

SPARK, PO. Box 300362, Kansas City, MO  64130  
 
Option Two:  Enroll In-Person at our Summer Event on 
Thursday, May 19.  (See the back page for details.) 
 
Option Three:  Enroll Online.  Our website has been updated 
with a new user-friendly system!  See details below. 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM 

President:         Gary Hindman 
President Elect:   LeeAnne Hays 
Secretary:         Nancy Powell 
Treasurer:    Bill Webb ** 
 
Barbara Dooley 
Bill Eckhardt 
Baila Goldstein 
Jane Harrell ** 
Bill Hirsch 
David Jeter 
Shirley Marshall 
Jan Parks ** 
Alan Perry 
Nancy Pirkle 
Carolyn Rowe 
Diana Taylor 
Diane Filion – UMKC Ex-Officio 
  Director 

~~ Committees ~~  
 

Curriculum:  LeeAnne Hays & 
 Nancy Powell 
Events:             Baila Goldstein 
Marketing:       Jan Parks ** 
Member  
       Hospitality:   Barbara Dooley & 
 Nancy Pirkle 

 

~~ Publications ~~  
 

Class Catalog:  Patty Fuller 
 
Monthly Update Emails: 
 Lori Williams 
 
  ** Past President 

Board of Directors Committees / Publications 

Pack Family Gift Update   
 

The Pack Family gift came with the challenge to enhance our program and 
offer it to an expanded membership.  In the last year we have done the 
following: 
 

• Expanded the number of classrooms to support additional classes.  
 

• Started paying our instructors an honorarium to recognize their 
excellence.  

 

• Upgraded our classrooms with the purchase of new furniture.   
 

• Purchased new audio/visual equipment to make our classrooms into 
SMART classrooms that enhance the presentations of our instructors, 
both in the classrooms and on ZOOM. 

 

• Rebuilt our website and adopted a new logo, both recognizing Flossie 
Pack.  

 

• Developed a marketing program to expand our presence in the Kansas 
City community to recruit new members.  We should be seeing/hearing 
more about SPARK on Facebook, Instagram, KCUR, community 
newspapers and the Senior Bluebook. 
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Need help with our ZOOM classes? 
Want to learn how to set up and hold ZOOM events to spend time 

with family or friends? 

**  Contact us at spark@umkc.edu  ** 

Volunteers Needed !! 
We need volunteers to serve as Door Greeters,  

Class Coordinators and ZOOM Co-Hosts. 
 

If you are not comfortable with ZOOM, but are willing to learn, 
we will teach you more about ZOOM. 

 

NOTE:  in-room full-session Co-Hosts will receive a FREE CLASS !! 

**  Contact us at spark@umkc.edu  ** 

NEED HELP or WANT to VOLUNTEER 

to HOST ZOOM CLASSES? 

Previous On-Demand Recorded SPARK Classes !! 

The pandemic hasn’t been all bad.  Having classes on ZOOM has allowed us to 
record them so they can be viewed at a later time.  Most of our classes since 
Fall 2020 are now available to purchase on-demand for $30 per class.  Upon 
purchasing the class, you will receive an email with information on 
downloading a private link to a YouTube playlist which contains the recordings 
of all the meetings for that class.  Visit LifelongSpark.org/online-catalog/ to 
view the options and enjoy an additional learning opportunity !!   
NOTE:  Prior Enrollees continue to enjoy access to their class recordings for (at 
least) one following quarter. 

New Post Office Box   
 

When Lori Williams, our Office Coordinator, moved from Greenwood, 
MO, we moved our USPS post office box to a new closer post office.  
Our new mailing address is:   

 

SPARK,   PO Box 300362,   Kansas City, MO 64130   
 

If you wish to mail anything to SPARK, please use this address,  
not our street address on Troost. 
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PARKING and PARKING TAGS 

INFORMATION about PARKING for SPARK CLASSES 
 

The SPARK classrooms are located on the UMKC campus at 4825 Troost 
Avenue, Room 113.  The UMKC parking lot directly south of the building 
requires you to pay to park EACH DAY that you are in the lot.  This includes 
those with handicapped parking.  If you are not a UMKC employee, there are 
two options to pay: 
 

1. You can purchase UMKC Parking Tags to be displayed hanging from 
the rearview mirror of your car.  The tags cost SPARK members $3.00 
each and are good in any lot on the UMKC campus for ONE DAY 
only.  Be sure to scratch off the correct date when you use one.  If 
you plan to use parking tags, we highly recommend that you purchase 
them when you register for classes.   

2. You may also purchase metered parking using the “AMP Park” app 
which you can download to your smart phone by searching your App 
Store.  This app allows you to park for your desired amount of time in the 
spots designated for metered parking and will even send you an alert if 
your time is about to expire! Cost is $1.25 per hour. 

 

There are three ways for you to purchase Parking Tags from SPARK 
(options 1 or 2 are the most efficient):  
 
1. When you enroll online, you may purchase as many tags as you will 

need to attend your classes.  If you enroll at least 5 days before the 
Summer Event on May 19, you may pick them up at the event.  
Otherwise, one tag will be mailed to you before classes begin, and you 
can pick up the remaining tags on your first day of classes.  Cash, 
checks and credit cards accepted. 

2. If you plan to enroll at the Summer Event on May 19, indicate how 
many tags you wish to buy on your enrollment form.  Then bring your 
enrollment form and payment to the event and pick up all of your tags 
that day.  Cash, checks and credit cards accepted. 

3. Parking Tags may also be purchased at the SPARK office during the 
quarter, but only with cash or checks.  

 

Please Note:  The UMKC parking lots are monitored frequently, and you will 
get a parking violation ticket of $30 if you do not have a correctly scratched-
off Parking Tag or are not parked in a metered spot or your purchased time in 
your “AMP Park” app has expired.   
 

CLASS ACCESSIBILITY 
 

Handicapped parking is available in the UMKC parking lot.  You will need to 
display a State Disabled Parking Placard as well as a UMKC Parking Tag.  
You do not need a UMKC Disabled Parking Permit. 
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HOW to CONTACT SPARK  (NEW PO BOX !!) 
If you have questions or need help completing the Enrollment Form, 

please contact the Office Coordinator at the SPARK office. 
Phone:  816-235-2870  

Email:  spark@umkc.edu  
UMKC SPARK,   PO BOX 300362,   Kansas City, MO 64130 

Visit our New Website:  spark.umkc.edu | (same as) LifelongSpark.org 
or Web search:  UMKC SPARK 

Facebook:  facebook.com/SPARKatUMKC 

Instagram:  instagram.com/SPARKatUMKC 

CALENDAR 
 

Summer 2022  (4 weeks) 
Event:  Informal Meet and Greet 

Thursday, May 19  (No RSVP needed) 
Register for classes by Thursday, May 26 
Classes:  Monday, June 6 – Friday, July 1  

 

Fall 2022  (6 weeks) 
Preview Event  

Thursday, Sep. 1  (RSVP by Aug. 25) 
Register for classes by Thursday, Sep. 8 

Classes:  Monday, Sep. 19 – Friday, Oct. 28 
 

Winter 2023  (6 weeks) 
Preview Event  (Annual Meeting no longer needed, per new Bylaws) 

Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023  (RSVP by Jan. 3, 2023) 
Register for classes by Friday, Jan. 6 

Classes:  Tuesday, Jan. 17 – Monday, Feb. 27, 2023 
 

Spring 2023  (6 weeks) 
Event:  Informal Meet and Greet 

Thursday, March 2  (No RSVP needed) 
Register for classes by Thursday, Mar. 9 

Classes:  Monday, Mar. 20 – Friday, Apr. 28, 2023 

CONTACTS and CALENDAR 

Board Meetings 2022 / 2023  
The Board usually meets on the third Friday of even-numbered months 

at 10:00 a.m. at the SPARK office. 
 

June 17, August 19, October 21, December 16, February 17, April 21 
Members are always welcome to attend Board and Committee Meetings. 



SUMMER EVENT:  
Informal Meet and Greet 

Thursday, May 19 
10:00 — 12:00 Noon 

 

Join us at the SPARK Office for coffee and snacks, 
sign up for Summer classes,  

(there will not be presentations by Instructors) 
purchase parking tags and mingle with friends. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

ATTENTION:  SPARK MEMBERS 
Did you know you can invite someone to a  
GEM or regular class one time for FREE?  

 
 Yes, you may invite a friend to join you in class one 

morning/afternoon for free.  It’s a great way for us to 
recruit new members! 
 
NOTE:  Receive a Thank You Gift if you recruit a new 
member!  

 
 You may invite a friend to accompany you on a tour at the 

regular fee.  
 
 Just email us at spark@umkc.edu or call us at 816-235-

2870, so we know to expect your guest.   
 
 Be sure to check with SPARK about class or tour 

availability.   
 
 Guests over ZOOM must be registered to receive a Join 

Link. 
 
 If there is a limit on enrollment, current members will 

receive priority. If class or tour is full, guests may not be 
able to attend.  


