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SPARK OVERVIEW 

SPARK stands for Senior Peers Actively Renewing Knowledge.  We 
are a lifelong learning organization for active retirees.  SPARK has 
been offering classes and other activities in the Kansas City area since 
1993.  We are a nonprofit organization with over 200 members and an 
affiliate of the University of Missouri-Kansas City.  In gratitude for a 
major contribution from the Pack family in December 2020, we have 
changed our name to “The SPARK Flossie Pack Center for Lifelong 
Learning.” 
 

Our Mission 
 

SPARK’s mission is to provide lifelong learning opportunities through 
intellectually stimulating academic, cultural, and social experiences 
which enhance the quality of life for SPARK members. 
 

Who Are We? 
 

We are “Happy Wonderers” – interesting, curious, educated persons 
with a passion for continued learning, meeting new people, sharing time 
and experiences and pursuing an active, stimulating life.  SPARK is a 
volunteer organization that relies on the participation of members to 
promote and achieve its mission.  
 
Courses and other activities are offered during four quarters each year.  
Most quarters last for six weeks, the summer quarter lasts four weeks.  
Classes vary from 90 minutes to two hours in length each day.  Most 
classes are offered both in-person and on ZOOM.  Most classes are 
recorded and may be watched later on YouTube.  There are no tests or 
exams.  SPARK also offers several social activities throughout the year. 
 
Annual Membership dues are $40.00, renewable in January. 
 

Membership is REQUIRED to enroll in our classes and activities.  

 
Mailing Address 

 

SPARK,   PO Box 300362,   Kansas City, MO 64130   
 

If you wish to mail anything to SPARK, please use this address,  
not our street address on Troost. 
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Previous On-Demand Recorded SPARK Classes !! 

The pandemic hasn’t been all bad.  Having classes on ZOOM has 
allowed us to record them so they can be viewed at a later time.  
Most of our classes since Fall 2020 are now available to purchase 
on-demand for $25 per class.  Upon purchasing the class, you will 
receive an email with information on downloading a private link 
to a YouTube playlist which contains the recordings of all the 
meetings for that class.  Visit LifelongSpark.org/online-catalog/ 
to view the options and enjoy an additional learning 
opportunity !!   
NOTE:  Prior Enrollees continue to enjoy access to their class 
recordings for (at least) one following quarter. 

https://LifelongSpark.org/online-catalog/
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COVID-19 Protocols 
 

Members attending in-person events and classes  
need to know the following: 

 

• Members must be fully vaccinated to attend classes in-person.  
When members attend classes, they are telling other members that 
they are fully vaccinated per current CDC recommendations, 
including boosters.  

 

• Class enrollments will be limited only by the number of chairs in the 
classroom.  Students will not be separated from each other per 
“social distancing” standards. 

 

• Because UMKC is no longer requiring that masks be worn on 
campus, SPARK is allowing individuals to assess their own risk and 
make their own decision regarding wearing masks.  Those 
uncomfortable with this should access classes via ZOOM. 

 

• If you are not feeling well for any reason, please stay at home and 
watch the class on ZOOM, if available. 

 

• If conditions change, these guidelines may be altered to conform to 
the rules of UMKC or the recommendations of local public health 
authorities. 

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS and  
FRONT DOOR ACCESS 

Front Door Access 
 

The doors to the building we call home are now locked and key cards 
have been issued to employees and graduate students as well as 
SPARK Board Members.  If there is no one inside the door to greet you 
and let you in, SPARK members must use a videophone to call the 
SPARK office and get buzzed in.  At the south entrance, a videophone 
is mounted on a column to the right of the doors.  Scroll down on the 
little video screen, find “SPARK”, and tap our name on the phone icon.  
That action will call the SPARK office.  When someone answers the 
phone in our office, they will be able to see and talk to you on their 
videophone.  (Your videophone is mounted at an ADA-approved height, 
so you may need to step back so the person in the office can see your 
face.)  When they recognize you, you will hear a 5-second tone telling 
you the right-hand door has been unlocked.  If you have difficulty with 
the videophone and have a cell phone with you, please call the office 
phone number:  816-235-2870. 
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PARKING and PARKING TAGS 

INFORMATION about PARKING for SPARK CLASSES 
 

The SPARK classrooms are located on the UMKC campus at 4825 Troost 
Avenue, Room 113.  The UMKC parking lot directly south of the building 
requires you to pay to park EACH DAY that you are in the lot.  This includes 
those with handicapped parking.  If you are not a UMKC employee, there are 
two options to pay: 
 

1. You can purchase UMKC Parking Tags to be displayed hanging from 
the rearview mirror of your car.  The tags cost SPARK members $3.00 
each and are good in any lot on the UMKC campus for ONE DAY 
only.  Be sure to scratch off the correct date including the year 
when you use one.  If you plan to use parking tags, we highly 
recommend that you purchase them when you register for classes.   

2. You may also purchase metered parking using the “AMP Park” app 
which you can download to your smart phone by searching your App 
Store.  This app allows you to park for your desired amount of time in the 
spots designated for metered parking and will even send you an alert if 
your time is about to expire! Cost is $1.25 per hour. 

 

There are three ways for you to purchase Parking Tags from SPARK: 
 
1. When you enroll online, you may purchase as many tags as you will 

need to attend your classes.  If you enroll at least 5 days before the 
Quarterly Event, if held, you may pick them up at the event.  Otherwise, 
one tag will be emailed to you so you can print it for your first day of 
class, and you can pick up the remaining tags on your first day of 
classes.  Make a note on your enrollment form if you want a tag mailed 
by USPS instead. Only checks and credit cards are accepted for online 
purchases. 

2. If you plan to enroll at the Quarterly Event, indicate how many tags you 
wish to buy on your enrollment form.  Then bring your enrollment form 
and payment to the event and pick up all your tags that day.  Cash, 
checks and credit cards are accepted. 

3. Parking Tags may also be purchased at the SPARK office during the 
quarter,  with cash, check or credit card. 

 

Please Note:  The UMKC parking lots are monitored frequently, and you will 
get a parking violation ticket of $30 if you do not have a correctly scratched-
off Parking Tag or are not parked in a metered spot or your purchased time in 
your “AMP Park” app has expired.   
 

CLASS ACCESSIBILITY 
 

Handicapped parking is available in the UMKC parking lot.  You will need to 
display a State Disabled Parking Placard as well as a UMKC Parking Tag.  
You do not need a UMKC Disabled Parking Permit. 
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SPARK CLASS REGISTRATION 

MEMBERSHIP and CLASS FEES  
 

Annual Membership ............................. $40 (renew in January) 

 $20 (after May 1) 

In-Person / Hybrid / (4-6 weeks) ... $30 

   ZOOM Classes (3  weeks) ... $25 

 (2  weeks) ... $20 

Tours ........................................... $10 – $25 
 

NEW On-Demand Playlists .................  $25 (with Reduced Bundles  

   on sale) 

 (See SPARK’s website for a list of YouTube recordings and to enroll.) 

 

You must be a member to enroll in classes and activities. 

All classes are held in-person and online over ZOOM unless otherwise noted.  

Pre-registration is required for all SPARK classes  
(including tours). 

 
• The enrollments in some classes may be limited. 
• If a class is closed due to maximum enrollment, subsequent 

enrollees will be added to a waiting list. 
• A class with low enrollment may be cancelled. 
• Refunds will be issued for cancelled classes. 

 

Please help SPARK by registering and paying at least 10 days before  
the beginning of classes to save your place in each class.  

 
If your class has a ZOOM option, you will receive an email  
with the Join Meeting Link one week prior to your class  

or within 2 business days after payment is received. 

Payment Options on SPARK Website  

Mail checks to PO Box 300362, Kansas City, MO  64130 

OR 

Pay by credit card using the 

PayPal Platform. 
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ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES 

 
Enrolling Online.  (If you have problems, please email our 
Coordinator Lori Williams at ldwilliams@umkc.edu for help.) 
 
Begin by going to the SPARK website spark.umkc.edu | (same 
as LifelongSpark.org); hover over “COURSES” and click on 
Current Quarter. 
 
1. To learn more about an item or class, click the picture or title. 

To purchase/enroll, click Add to Cart. 
2. If you don’t need more information, simply click Add to Cart 

below the picture and title. 
3. When you have finished adding classes, click View Cart below 

the last class you purchased or click on the shopping cart icon 
in the upper right of your screen. 

4. Review your choices and when you are ready, click the 
Proceed to Checkout Button. 

5. You may choose:  
  1)  to pay by check;  or  
  2)  to pay by credit card using the PayPal platform.   

 
ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES 

 

SPARK has several ways to enroll in classes:   
 
Option One:  Enroll Online.  Our website has been updated 
with a new user-friendly system!  See details below. 
 
Option Two:  Enroll In-Person at the next Quarterly Preview 
Event, if held. 
 
Option Three:  Enroll by U.S. Mail.  If members prefer to 
register by mail, they can use the Enrollment Form in the 
Quarterly Catalog or print out the form from our website.  Then 
they complete the form and mail it with a check to:  

 
UMKC SPARK,   PO Box 300362,   Kansas City, MO 64130 

mailto:ldwilliams@umkc.edu?subject=%7bHandbook%7d%20Enrollment%20Help
https://spark.umkc.edu
https://LifelongSpark.org
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ACTIVITIES and PROGRAMS 

What does SPARK offer its members? 

 

SPARK sponsors a variety of classes and special activities 

throughout the year to continue to meet the interests of all its 

members. 

Classes and Tours 

• Classes are offered by SPARK four times a year beginning in 

January, March, June and September.  Each class is scheduled for 

4-6 weeks and meets once a week for 2 hours .  

 

• A schedule of classes is published on the SPARK web-site  

4-5 weeks prior to the beginning of the next quarter, and catalogs 

are mailed to members.  

 

• Most classes are conducted at the SPARK office on the UMKC 

Campus, at 4825 Troost Avenue, Room 113, Kansas City, MO.  

 

• The type of classes offered vary with each quarter.  Some popular 

classes have included: 

Classes are relaxed, informative 
and there are no tests or grades.   

 

Several tours are usually offered each quarter and will be 
featured in the current class catalog. 

 American and World History 

 Art Appreciation 

 Constitutional Law 

 Civil Rights 

 Philosophy 

 Great Composers 

 Mah Jongg 

 Literature 
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CLASS INSTRUCTORS 

SPARK’s Instructors bring a wide range of knowledge and 

experience to their classes.  Instructors include former teachers, 

college professors, professionals and other qualified individuals 

who are experts in their fields of interest. 

A common denominator among instructors is a passion for their 

topics and willingness to volunteer their time and talents with 

SPARK members. 

 

Please refer to page 6 for class fees and registration 

information. 

 

Parking Permits are available to purchase for on-campus 

parking.  See page 5 for details.  Parking for classes or tours 

held off-site will be announced in the class schedule. 

SPARK members enjoyed  a 

presentation by Wendy 

Thompson appearing in character 

as suffragist Carrie Chapman Catt 

in the GEM class Last Round in 

the Fight for the Vote in January, 

2022. 
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CLUBS and GROUPS 

MARGARET STURGES’ BOOK CLUB  
 

Meets on the third Monday of each month at 1:00 p.m.  
 

To join this club, contact facilitator Laura Sloan, 
913-634-3264, or dalelaura40@hotmail.com. 

 

THURSDAY BOOK CLUB 
 

Meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12 noon  
(except November and December due to holidays)  

 
To participate, contact facilitator Sue Habiger,  

816-616-2636, or shabiger22@gmail.com.  

“LET’S EAT OUT” GROUP 

This lively group meets for lunch on Fridays at 11:30  
throughout the year at local restaurants. 

 
Please contact our facilitator Lynn Lieberman, 816-223-1658, or  

lynnleee2001@yahoo.com for further information. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

mailto:dalelaura40@hotmail.com?subject=%7bHandbook%7d%20Margaret%20Sturges'%20Book%20Club
mailto:shabiger22@gmail.com?subject=%7bHandbook%7d%20Thursday%20Book%20Club
mailto:lynnleee2001@yahoo.com?subject=%7bHandbook%7d%20Let's%20Eat%20Out%20Group
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ATTENTION:  SPARK MEMBERS 
Did you know you can invite someone to a  
GEM or regular class ONE time for FREE?  

 
 Yes, you may invite a friend to join you in class one morning/

afternoon for free.  It’s a great way for us to recruit new members! 
NOTE:  Receive a free $30 course if you recruit a new member!  

 

 You may invite a friend to accompany you on a tour at the regular 
fee.  

 

 Just email us at spark@umkc.edu or call us at 816-235-2870, so 
we know to expect your guest.   

 

 Be sure to check with SPARK about class or tour availability.   
 

 Guests over ZOOM must be registered to receive a Join Meeting 
Link. 

 

 If there is a limit on enrollment, current members will receive 
priority. If class or tour is full, guests may not be able to attend.  

INVITE a FRIEND 

NEW Benefit for SPARK Members !!   
 

Current members can now check out materials  
at UMKC’s Miller Nichols Library. 

 
Contact the SPARK office at 816-235-2870  

or email spark@umkc.edu  
to receive a SPARK Member card  

to show at the Library First Floor Service Desk to set up an 
account which allows you to check out up to 5 items at any 

given time. 
 

Membership must be renewed annually to maintain your ability 
to check out materials from the Miller Nichols Library. 

mailto:spark@umkc.edu?subject=%7bHandbook%7d%20Invite%20a%20Friend
mailto:spark@umkc.edu?subject=%7bHandbook%7d%20Miller%20Nichols%20Library
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2022/2023 LEADERSHIP TEAM 

President:         Gary Hindman 
President Elect:   LeeAnne Hays 
Secretary:         Nancy Powell 
Treasurer:    Bill Webb ** 
 
Barbara Dooley 
Bill Eckhardt 
Baila Goldstein 
Jane Harrell ** 
Bill Hirsch 
David Jeter 
Shirley Marshall 
Jan Parks ** 
Alan Perry 
Nancy Pirkle 
Carolyn Rowe 
Diana Taylor 
Diane Filion – UMKC Ex-Officio 
  Director 

~~ Committees ~~  
 

Curriculum:  LeeAnne Hays & 
 Nancy Powell 
Events:             Baila Goldstein 
Marketing:       Jan Parks ** 
Member  
       Hospitality:   Barbara Dooley & 
 Nancy Pirkle 

 

~~ Publications ~~  
 

Class Catalog:  Patty Fuller 
 
Monthly Update Emails: 
 Lori Williams 
 
  ** Past President 

Board of Directors Committees / Publications 

 
Pack Family Gift Update   

 

The Pack Family gift came with the challenge to enhance our program 
and offer it to an expanded membership. The following are successes to 
address this challenge.  SPARK has:  

 Recognized the gift honoring Flossie Pack through our logo, building 
signs and website. 

 Expanded the number of classrooms and installed state-of-the-art 
audio/visual equipment to support additional classes and to allow 
participants to attend classes both in the classrooms and on ZOOM. 

 Offered our instructors an honorarium to recognize their excellence. 

 Launched a comprehensive online marketing strategy to increase 
recognition of SPARK in the Greater KC Metro area and beyond. 

 Added the member benefit of access to the Miller Nichols Library 
Community borrowing program. 

 Developed partnerships with other organizations like the UMKC 
Emeritus College and the GKC Black Study Group. 

 Initiated a pilot program for institutional memberships in SPARK. 
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DONATIONS and SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

    There are several ways to  

            give to SPARK 

 

 Donations to SPARK contribute to the purchase of audio-visual and 

classroom equipment, and cover other expenses associated with 

maintaining and improving delivery of SPARK programs. 

 Gifts to the Frances McLaren Scholarship Fund are used to 

subsidize class fees for those who would like to participate but 

need monetary help.  

 Memorial Donations in memory of someone, or Honor Donations 

to celebrate a special person. 

 In-Kind Contributions (non-cash donations such as gift cards for 

instructors, equipment, supplies, etc.).  

 

Many thanks to those who have contributed to these funds during this 

past year!  Your continued support is very much appreciated. 

FRANCES McLAREN SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

SPARK has assistance available to SPARK members needing some 

extra help with class fees. The Frances McLaren Scholarship Fund 

was established in memory of Frances by her family and through 

donations to the fund.  If you would like more information or to request 

assistance, please contact:  

Jan Parks at parksj3271@gmail.com or 816-523-1723 

All requests are confidential. 

mailto:parksj3271@gmail.com?subject=%7bHandbook%7d%20Frances%20McLaren%20Fund
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MEMBER PARTICIPATION 

Please...Please… Get Involved !! 

As a peer-directed organization, SPARK depends on talented volunteers 

to assist with its operations.  With our return to the classroom, we need 

the help of our members to find new class coordinators and ZOOM hosts 

to make our program successful.  Help us deliver quality programs by 

volunteering to assist in the following ways: 

 

Volunteer to help the Member Hospitality Committee (formerly called 

Membership Committee) to support our members and ensure that they 

fully experience our excellent program.  Now that we have returned to the 

classroom, we need your support more than ever for the following: 

• Offer to be a greeter at the front door and help members learn how 

to gain access to the building. 

• Offer to be a class, GEM or tour coordinator to assist the instructors 

and tour guides. 

• Offer to co-host a ZOOM class.  (SPARK will provide the necessary 

training.) 

• Offer to welcome new members to SPARK and introduce them to our 

members. 

• Offer to reach out to all SPARK members and help them fully enjoy 

the social aspects of our program that we say “make us unique”. 

 

Join the Curriculum Committee and help develop the curriculum of 

courses and tours we offer our members each quarter.  

 

Volunteer to teach a class or give a GEM presentation.  Most of our 

instructors are members sharing their passions for subjects they 

developed over their lives.  Offer to share your knowledge or life 

experiences with your fellow members by teaching a class or leading a 

discussion group. 

 

Join the Marketing Committee and help raise community awareness of 

SPARK in order to recruit new members and to help keep members 

informed about upcoming activities. 

  

Join the Events Committee and help organize the preview events before 

each quarter and the occasional special events that members enjoy. 
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We need to recruit new members.  Our membership declined during 

the pandemic and we need to rebuild it.  Each of us can help by 

recruiting new members.  Share information about SPARK with your 

friends.  Give your paper copy of the catalog to a friend.  Tell them 

about our website at spark.umkc.edu |  (also accessible as 

LifelongSpark.org).  Invite them to attend one of our events for free.  

Bring them as a guest to one of our classes.  Share your ideas on 

how we can improve SPARK with a Board member or committee chair. 

 

Each of these areas is supported by a committee chair and other 

SPARK members.  The interaction with other members of SPARK 

makes the SPARK experience more meaningful to all of us.  At the 

next upcoming Event, talk to one or more of these chairpersons (see 

“Leadership Team”  page) and volunteer to help.  You may also 

volunteer by contacting the SPARK office, by phone or email, and 

someone will call you to discuss your interests. 

MEMBER PARTICIPATION 

Again… Please… Please… Get Involved !! 

 

Volunteers Needed !! 

We need volunteers to serve as Door Greeters,  

Class Coordinators and ZOOM Co-Hosts. 

 

If you are not comfortable with ZOOM, but are willing to learn, 

we will teach you more about ZOOM and how you can assist 

presenters during class. 

 

NOTE:  in-room full-session Co-Hosts will receive a  

FREE CLASS !! 

**  Contact us at spark@umkc.edu  to find out about training ** 

https://spark.umkc.edu
https://LifelongSpark.org
mailto:spark@umkc.edu?subject=%7bHandbook%7d%20ZOOM%20Volunteers
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CONTACTS and CALENDAR 

HOW to CONTACT SPARK   
If you have questions or need help Enrolling, 

please contact the Office Coordinator at the SPARK office. 
Phone:  816-235-2870  

Email:  spark@umkc.edu  
Mail:  UMKC SPARK,   PO BOX 300362,   Kansas City, MO 64130 

 

Visit our New Website:  spark.umkc.edu | (same as) 
LifelongSpark.org 

or Web search:  UMKC SPARK 

Facebook:  facebook.com/SPARKatUMKC 

Instagram:  instagram.com/SPARKatUMKC 

CALENDAR 
 

Fall 2022  (6 weeks) 
Register for classes by Thursday, Sep. 8 

Classes:  Monday, Sep. 19 – Friday, Oct. 28, 2022 
 

Winter 2023  (6 weeks) 
Register for classes by Friday, Jan. 6 

Classes:  Tuesday, Jan. 17 – Monday, Feb. 27, 2023 
 

Spring 2023  (6 weeks) 
Register for classes by Thursday, Mar. 16 
Classes:  Monday, Mar. 27 – May  5, 2023 

 
Summer 2023  (4 weeks) 

Register for classes by Thursday, May 25 
Classes:  Monday, June 5 – Friday, June 30, 2023 

Board Meetings 2022 / 2023  

The Board usually meets on the third Friday  

of even-numbered months 

at 10:00 a.m. at the SPARK office: 
 

October 21, December 16, February 17, April 21, June 16, August 18 
 

Members are always welcome to attend  
Board and Committee Meetings. 

mailto:spark@umkc.edu?subject=%7bHandbook%7d%20Back%20Page
https://spark.umkc.edu
https://LifelongSpark.org
https://www.facebook.com/SPARKatUMKC
https://www.instagram.com/SPARKatUMKC

